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At PCA General Assembly ITEM representatives made 

numerous contacts and recruited pastors/professors to go to 
teach at Bible schools in Eastern Europe 
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RREECCRRUUII TTII NNGG  

PPRROOFFEESSSSOORRSS  AATT  

3322NNDD
  PPCCAA  GGEENNEERRAALL  

AASSSSEEMM BBLLYY   
 
By Dr. R. David Ludwick, 
President of ITEM, Inc 

President Dr. R. David  
Ludwick and Publications 
Director Andre Bouravnev 
manned a display booth 
for International Theological Education 
Ministries, Inc. and its now numerous 
field ministries at the 32nd Presbyterian 
Church in America General Assembly 
held in Pittsburg, PA, a few weeks ago. 
Accompanying them was Chairman 
Rev. Leon Pannkuk and ITEM Board 
Member Rev. Will Hesterberg.  

During the course of the first two 
days 54 pastors and attendees visited 
the booth, reviewed the literature, 
studied the photos and took home fliers 
related to each of the field ministries. 
Fourteen men expressed sincere 
interest in going to teach and 
scheduling of four is underway at the 
time of this writing. 

There were many opportunities to 
discuss networking and cooperation to 
avoid duplication of services. Several 
mission organizations expressed 
interest in organizing conferences with 
special speakers to make more widely 
known the need for theological 
education and missions.  

During the next few months 
representatives from at least seven 
different organizations will be meeting 
in Atlanta, GA, and other locations to 
discus "partnering" with each other and 
with nationals from the various 
countries where they serve. 

The field is ripe unto the harvest 
and the laborers are few. This means 
there is room for you. If your church 
mission committee or your pastor have 
any interest in furthering theological 
………… 

 

 

education in the countries of the former 
Soviet block, please contact us at your 
earliest convenience as your information 
maybe vital to the subject matter of 
these conferences and meetings to 
come!  

If you know of any missions 
conferences where an ITEM presentation 
might be appropriate, PLEASE contact Dr. 
Ludwick by telephone: (314)537-6020 or 
by email: item@item.org or 
christforrussiaukraine@juno.com. 

With the expanded growth in 
Ukraine, Siberia, as well as Lithuania, and 
Poland, we are recruiting professors to go 
and to teach for two week modules every 
month of the year except July and 
December – locations and the courses 
should be mutually agreed. Pastors and 
other qualified persons are encouraged to 
contact us. 

2003-4 was an exciting and eventful 
year. On behalf of ITEM, I have traveled 
through nine countries in Eastern and 
Western Europe investigating opportunities 
for expanding existing Reformed 
theological education programs and 
establishing new ones. The spectrum of 
the ministry of ITEM is broad, and the 
opportunities which we anticipate will 
become available in the upcoming years 
are plentiful. There is room for you… 

RDL 
June 2004 
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incest, when the mother's health is 
seriously endangered, or where tests 
have revealed severe fetal defects. 

Throughout its history the Roman 
Catholicism, nominally comprising 95% 
of Poland’s population, acted as the 
forum for political maneuvering. Hence, 
compounded by a strange blend of 
atheism and Catholicism, Poland has 
been a difficult environment for Gospel 
work and sound and systematic 
theological education. And though the 
Reformation deeply penetrated into 
some parts of the nation, the Jesuit 
fervent inquisition and communistic 
militant evolutionism snuffed out the 
roots almost completely. Consequently, 
to be Polish today means to be a 
Roman Catholic, regardless of church 
attendance, and Protestantism is 
regarded as a foreign transplant by 
most. Incidentally or providentially as 
some may see it, the Pope John Paul 
himself is Polish and visited his 
motherland on a number of occasions. 
The government signed a concordat 
with the Vatican favoring Roman 
Catholicism in law and every day 
ordinances. There are, however, some 
Protestants in Poland. There are about 
150,000 Lutherans (mostly nominal), 
several thousand Pentecostals/ 
Charismatics, about 4,000 Baptists, and 
a couple of thousand of Brethren. There 
are also roughly 4,000 within the 
Reformed church going back to the 
roots of Reformation, but some have 
been heavily influenced by neo-
orthodoxy of Karl Barth. All of these 
Christian groups are rather weak in 
theological training (or in expository 
preaching for that matter) and make up 
…………………….. 

  

PPOOLL AANNDD::   AA  LL AANNDD  OOFF  

OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNII TTII EESS……  FFOORR  

CCHHRRII SSTTII AANN  SSEERRVVII CCEE!!     
 

By Andre Bouravnev, ITEM Director of 
Publications 

In 1966, while the U.S. Senate 
voted to prohibit voluntary prayers in U.S. 
public schools, Poland, though under the 
atheistic Communist regime, marked its 
millennium as a Christian nation, still 
devoted to its Catholic heritage. Poland’s 
present boundaries date from the end of 
World War II with the population of 37 
million people of various ethnic 
backgrounds: Polish (98%), Germans, 
Ukrainians, and Byelorussians. Warsaw, 
being the capital, is the largest and most 
economically, culturally and politically 
developed city in Poland. 

Strategically located in the center 
of Europe and bordering on the Baltic 
Sea, Poland was first unified as a 
kingdom in the 10th century, and became 
a major power in the 15th-16th centuries, 
but was carved up among other states in 
three partitions in the 18th century and 
then disappeared as a geographic entity 
until its reconstitution as a republic in 
1918. On September 1, 1939 Germany 
and the USSR invaded Poland and 
divided the country. During the war, some 
6 million Polish citizens, half of them 
Jews, were exterminated by the Nazis. 
With Germany's defeat, a Polish 
government-in-exile in London was 
recognized by the U.S., but the USSR 
pressed the claims of a rival group and 
the election of 1947 was completely 
dominated by the Communists. In 12 
years of rule by Stalinists, large estates 
were abolished, industries nationalized, 
schools secularized, and Roman Catholic 
prelates jailed. 

After decades of stagnation under 
the communistic rule, on April 5, 1989 a 
broad range of political and economic 
reforms (including free elections) finally 
ensued following the Fall of Communism 
in Russia. Candidates endorsed by 
Solidarity swept the parliamentary 
elections and Lech Walesa became 
president in 1990. Among other things, 
President Lech Walesa signed legislation 
that year that made Poland one of 
Europe's most restrictive nations with 
regard to abortion. Abortions may be 
performed only in cases of rape and 
……………. 

 

less than one half of one percent of the 
population. In addition, to maintain 
government control over religion during the 
Communist regime the Protestant churches 
were lumped into unnatural groupings: 
Evangelical Union, Brethren and the Church 
of Christ were grouped together with the 
Pentecostals, whereas Baptists and 
Lutherans were allowed to register 
individually. To complicate things even more, 
with the collapse of the Soviet block the 
country is rife with a wide range of wealthy, so 
called “Christian” cults that flooded Poland: 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, Christian 
Science, just to name a few. 

Still, there has been a recent 
disenchantment within the ordinary Catholics 
and growing anti-clerical feelings, as well as 
more openness to listen to the Gospel, shed 
of all vague ceremonialism and spiritualism. 
Furthermore, evangelical churches 
structurally and organizationally are now back 
to where they were before Communism. 
There has also been a tendency for 
Reformed leaders to receive their theological 
education at Bible colleges and seminaries 
abroad but this is on a rather small scale 
because of the lack of financial support from 
the impoverished congregations. There is still 
considerable time before churches become 
self-sustaining in order to support their own 
pastors, missionaries and theological schools 
in Poland. 

This is where ITEM seized the 
opportunity to assist our fellow brothers and 
sisters in Christ in equipping national leaders 
in sound doctrine and furnishing sound 
theological training and theological literature 
for the Reformed leaders of today and those 
who will come. These are exciting times both 
for us and for them as we co-labor in the 
Lord’s Harvest and participate in the 
fulfillment of the Great Commission!        AVB 

 

 
The Old Town Hall in Wroclaw is a pearl of the Gothic architecture. 
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each day, “At 9:30 we started class. 
These guys, most, seem to already have 
a grasp of the basis of the material so I 
wasn’t sure if I bored them, which 
concerned me. Some said they were 
glad I was covering the material but I 
don’t think I am very helpful to this group 
as a whole. A few took detailed notes but 
half looked disinterested. I may be 
reading more into this than there is. 
Having stated the above, now I sense an 
alienation from the whole.” I had three 
more lectures to give to which I did not 
look forward. That really concerned me. 

The structure of the days at the 
conference left me time to sleep, which I 
did. “I awoke to the smell of beef cooking 
and a reminder that I sensed God had 
called me here as I remarked to that 
effect while at home. That memory 
bolstered me to resist Satan’s wiles and 
lies and keep trying.”  

Bogumil and I discussed re-baptizing 
Catholic infants and “then he reassured 
me about my teaching and that really 
helped. So I helped with the dishes and 
the man I helped said he enjoyed my 
teaching - so there Satan...” 

“June 11 (second day of lectures), I 
spoke from the strength of the knowledge 
- by faith - that God wanted me here, yet 
the students seemed lethargic.” Later 
that afternoon “we broke for dinner but I 
felt uneasy - as if I failed in my task to 
communicate the truth they needed. The 
guys kept discussing these issues and I 
had to stand firm on the Holy Spirit’s part 
in the OT and NT salvation.” 

As I prepared for bed that night, 
“Marek came in to say that each person 
enjoyed and benefited from the lectures.”  

WWRROOCCLL AAWW  BBII BBLL EE  

CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE  
By Rev. Jim Carmichael, ITEM professor 

As I read the many heart warming 
stories in the ITEM newsletter by 
pastors and elders who volunteer to go 
where Dr. Ludwick needs them, I am 
struck by the way my own “story” 
comes out, as I too, volunteer. Such 
was the case with my trip to Wroclaw 
(Vroslav), Poland in June. Dr. Ludwick 
has sent me to Donetsk and Campina 
in the past.  

But unlike the latter two cities with 
their students, I found myself asking 
why had I come to Poland at least ten 
times. I discovered that the Polish 
culture placed stone faces upon the 
students as I taught and that afforded 
me little or no clue as to the productivity 
of my classes. Yet, following the 
lectures, the students, both pastors and 
elders with their wives and children, 
enjoyed themselves as they interacted 
with each other. This observation left 
me confused, a bit concerned, and 
emotionally drained. It did not help that 
I had so little time to cover what it took 
me years to study. 

Am I complaining? No…well, 
maybe a little. I’m a sinner - I admit it. In 
fact, I realized that the teacher is often 
the real student in his own class. Let 
me explain this spiritual phenomenon 
as I experienced it. Days prior to my 
departure for Poland, the Holy Spirit 
made me inwardly aware from various 
outward circumstances that God 
wanted me in Poland. These were little 
things and often I remarked to my wife, 
“Wow, God must really want me in 
Poland.” If I said it once, I uttered those 
words 5 times. Thus I left America in 
the confident assurance that our 
Heavenly Father chose me to fly 
through a bazillion time zones and into 
a culture I knew not. I did not notice any 
pre-game warm-up for Donetsk or 
Campina. 

My four hour car ride from Warsaw 
to Wroclaw with pastors Bogumil 
Jarmulak and Marek Tomic gave no 
hint at what awaited me in the class 
room. I discovered two very warm and 
often comic characters on our long 
drive. Their “sarcastic” interpretation of 
Socialism and its wake had us all 
laughing as we pulled into McDonalds 
for a burger. 

Now, back to the classroom. I 
wrote in my journal at the conclusion of 
………………. 

 
According to Polish pastor Marek Tomic, each person attending the lectures taught by Rev. 

Carmichael in Wroclaw enjoyed and benefited from the material they received.  

My soul felt like an accordion that the truck 
ran over. In Donetsk and Campina, I 
encountered no real inner disquiet during 
or after my lectures. Poland became the 
exception. Yet, that is not the issue here, 
in and of itself. God is as interested in the 
lecturer as He is in those to whom I teach. 
My usual passion for my subject often 
waned and surged and I had to live with 
that understanding during those few days. 
It also concerned me that I might set 
ITEM’s plans for Poland back about 200 
years. Yet I kept on doggedly reminding 
myself, and being reminded, that God 
wanted me to faithfully proclaim His truth 
and to exercise my gifts and talents 
regardless of my emotional state. 
Personally, I’m not as into having my 
wants squashed as the Holy Spirit is. 

Perhaps Dr. Ludwick will ask you to 
become part of the teaching corps in 
Poland. You might not encounter any of 
what I did but you will encounter 
something. Sometimes teachers are the 
more difficult of audiences and, besides, 
Polish culture is very different from ours. 
This is something Marek and I discussed 
at length. Still, I would go again in a 
heartbeat. I know I bring truth vital to their 
interests and so do you. My feelings are, 
in the larger scheme, not the issue. But 
they were the means by which God 
revealed some important truths to me. I 
have since learned that Poland wants me 
back. Ok God, some of this was not funny 
but thanks for loving me through the 
whole nine yards. 

Rev. Jim Carmichael 
June 9-13, 2004 
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Ukraine  
I travel to Kiev in August to organize 

the first in a series of new Bible 
College/Seminary plants, the first being 
in a strategically located city near Kiev. I 
am meeting with Dr. Vasiley Tkachuk, 
the first Vice-President of the 
Association of Evangelical Christians/ 
Baptists (AECB) - the largest protestant 
denomination in Ukraine. The meeting 
has been specially scheduled and we 
anticipate fruitful results. 

Also, to be discussed is the 
establishing of a Reformed faculty to 
serve the Kiev Christian University, 
under the direction of Kiev Christian 
University President Vlad Kozoubovskii. 
We request your prayers and support for 
monthly professor and associated 
translation and transportation costs. 

 
Poland 
The new seminary in Warsaw, 

Poland has had two class sessions: one 
in  Old Testament and Introduction to 
Homiletics, taught by Covenant 
Seminary student Joshua Moon and 
Professor Zachary Eswine; and 
Introduction to Hermeneutics and 
Introduction to Systematics, which I had 
the blessing of teaching. In June, Rev. 
James Carmichael taught Covenant 
Theology to 22 pastors from the 
Wroclaw area at a five day conference 
retreat. We request your prayers and 
financial support of five to eight 
conferences per year which shall be 
foundational for the establishment of a 
seminary in Wroclaw. It is anticipated 
that a similar program will soon be 
established in Poznan, the third largest 
city in Poland. 

 

““ HHOOWW  LL OONNGG,,    
OO  LL OORRDD??””     

 

““ NNOOTT  LL OONNGG..””   
By Dr. R. David 
Ludwick, ITEM 
President 

It’s been some time since I 
updated you regarding your prayers 
and faithful support and the blessings 
that have attended the rapid growth 
we have experienced in the last six 
months.  “How long?” - Surely not long 
now, for these are some of the fruits:  

 
Latvia 
Riga Reformed Theological 

Seminary, now Baltic States 
Theological Seminary (BSTS), has 
merged in the Lithuanian Seminary at 
Vilnius engaging Latvia University by 
creating the curriculum and peopling 
the faculty for the University’s religion 
department - a faculty of Reformed 
professors! As a direct result, two 
programs may be offered: one for 
pastors, teachers and lay leaders 
seeking education and training without 
the intent of necessarily pursuing 
additional degrees; and, an academic 
track culminating in a Master’s in Arts 
and Theology, credentialed so as to 
provide a Master’s level step to 
doctoral work. This is in addition to the 
four students of BSTS who are in the 
ACCESS program of Covenant 
Theological Seminary (St. Louis). We 
request your prayers and coverage of 
the monthly professor and associated 
translation and transportation costs. 
 

Russia 
Good news!  Tyumen Bible College 

(Tyumen, Siberia) has been taken on as 
an Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
mission!   

 
How long?…  
NOT LONG!” 
 
Romania 
Maranatha Bible College (Campina, 

Romania) is GROWING!  We request 
your prayers and praise for the funds 
necessary to enlarge the barn into a 
classroom accommodation for 50 
students! 

 
Growth has been the answer to 

prayers. Now we must deal with the 
outcome of answered prayers!   

Our budgetary needs have 
escalated nearly 300 percent in order to 
meet the anticipated growth. 

 
The harvest is ripe. The numbers of 

the workers are growing. Yet there is 
room for more… - you, your pastor, your 
missions committee, your diaconate are 
all in the position to send them to teach, 
to support them with prayers, and, yes, 
with your gifts… 

 
“How long, O Lord?...  
…Not long!” 

RDL 
June 2004 
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------- 
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c/o Action International Ministries 
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Students of Maranatha Bible College in Campina Romania taking a break from intensive class 

session in a crowded college classroom. 


