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Eastern and Central Europe a view from above

| would never have thought that | would
be traveling to the countries of Eastern and
Central Europe at this point in my career
but that is exactly where He has me. | have
just returned from these countries in that
order and | am delighted to give to you (as |
did to the ITEM Board of Directors) the
shortest report ever: Everything is working, |
have nothing more to repot! While this is
both true and not, | must impress it on you
that more prayers will be needed for the
work that has already begun and
opportunites  will be undertaken as
additional professors and support are found.
It is exciting to have colleges and seminaries
in place with administration of logistics at
each locaton. We have growing
competency in the work in the field, both in
understanding and scheduling. We have
students committed to study and students
who are not just passing their time till
something better comes along as you can
see with these particular accomplishments,
and the ones which exist but are not listed,
we have a great program of programs!

It is imperative to be aware of the fact
that it would be inappropriate to require
conformity to our paradigm or standard, as it
is not a paradigm of the cultures in Central
and Eastern Europe but rather a paradigm
of the West.

We have been asked to plant additional
seminaries/colleges in Ukraine (39 more to
be exact), three in Poland, to fill the pulpit in
Reformed churches in Lithuania, expand the
facilites in Romania, and so forth. Each
college/seminary has it own peculiar needs
as well as those in common with the others.
Why? It is exactly because it is necessary to
know the people with whom we are working,
otherwise we wil simply be making

duplicates of ourselves, and this is not our
mandate.

Since its inception, ITEM has sent more
than seventy men to serve and teach,
bringing the truths of the Scripture directly
and through the catechetical lecturing
through catechisms and confessions. Finally
and comprehendingly, effective
methodology is employed as tools of
learning which provide the necessary basis
for apprehending the Truths of the Scripture.

Little by little we are battling against the
forces which the Enemy sets before us; by
His Grace and through the enablement of
His Spirit, Christ will lead us to the victory
regardless of the number of battles won or
lost. This assurance we share with you now
so that you too may also feel the adrenaline
course through you. After all, this is a war! It
is a war that did not end for those who
actively search and seek Him. Nor should
we expect it to end at any time before we
leave this earth, rather, we should expect it
to become more and more difficult even
though we know that we must win in the
end.

Brothers and sisters, we need a united
front for this fightt We look forward to
hearing from you concerning any matter you
would like to discuss. We are also
scheduling field reports to the churches and
people that support us and presentations to
those who have missions mandate not yet
fulfilled. Won t you give us a call

In His Service and in Yours,

Dr. R. David Ludwick, Oct. 2005

P.S. You may contact us at

314-691-0169 or

via email at tem@item.org.
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By Artis Celmins, BRTS Administrator

A Brief History of the Reformed
Church in the Baltics

Reformed faith has a long history in
the Baltic countries, especially in Lithuania
and Latvia. The Reformed church was first
established in Lithuania in 1553 and
though it always remained a predominantly
Catholic country, the Reformation was
widespread throughout Lithuania until
WWIL.  In the Soviet times the church
suffered big crisis, new pastors were not
trained. It has been recovering from that
deep crisis during the 13 years of freedom
since 1992.

In Latvia the Reformed church was
established in 1733, most of the Reformed
believers were Dutch and German traders
at the same time local congregations were
established. During the Soviet times,
Reformed congregations were closed
altogether. Yet the Reformed theology has
rooted itself in Latvia and there is a
historical Reformed church building in the
old town of Latvias capital Riga.

Context inthe 1990 s

In 1991, Rev. Alis Sauka, left the
Lutheran church in Riga, plagued by
liberalism and Soviet control, to start an
evangelical church-plant, with the help of
missionaries from Campus Crusade, etc. In
the mid-nineties, as the ministry expanded
he grew more and more interested in the
Reformed theology through literature
available in English (reading such authors
as R.C. Sproul, J.I. Packer, et al). He
sought contact with the Reformed church
and Reformed theologians abroad,
particularly in the U.S.

1997: Rev. Alvis Sauka Makes Initial
Contact with .T.EM.

In 1996, by Gods providence Rev.
Alvis Sauka met Kurt Prenzler from St.
Louis, then a tent-maker missionary to
Latvia, and now L.T.E.M. Executive Board
member. Mr. Prenzler knew some people
involved in the Reformed theological
ministry in St. Louis and naturally became
the contact person. In 1997 Rev. Alvis
Sauka came to St Louis and was
introduced to |.T.E.M. President Dr. David
Ludwick and LT.E.M. President-emeritus
Dr_ Gerard Van Groninaen. who had

started several theological schoals, including
ones in Australia and Brazil. Rev. Alvis Sauka
asked him help start yet another seminary in
Riga, with the help of L.T.E.M.

Spring, 1998: LT.E.M. Investigates
Possibility for Seminary in Riga, Latvia

In the spring of 1998, Dr. Gerard Van
Groningen visited Riga, met with the leaders
and evaluated the situation. He proposed a 5-
year curriculum of Master of Arts Theological
Studies program facilitated by visiting
professors teaching Reformed theology. The
project was presented to LT.EM. It was
approved and supported and a number of
professors and pastors with Reformed
background and from several countries, but
mainly from the U.S., went to teach in Riga
for a two-week term from 1998 through 2002.
Professors mostly came from Reformed
seminaries such as Covenant Theological
Seminary, Westminster Theological
Seminary, Mid-America Theological
Seminary, Reformed Theological Seminary,
etc.

Fall, 1998: Seminary Program Begins
with a Five-Year Plan

In September 1998, the program was
inaugurated by Dr.Van Groningen s course in
Biblical Theology with I.T.E.M.s support for
administration, library  resources and
development. In the beginning, the school
only had a rented classroom. Later office and
library space were rented and permanent
staff was recruited.

1999-2001: Impact of the Reformation
on Churches and Church Planting

Every year there were on average five
seminary courses, each subject taught by a
visiting professor. The leadership and the
prospective leadership of the forming
Reformed church were taking the study
classes and interacted with professors during
their weeks of stay. The influence was
comprehensive: literature, which  was
brought, classes, personal interaction with
professors. The existing two Reformed
congregations were changing in teaching and
preaching, worship, church government and
practice. Two new congregations were
planted each with a new identity. This
process is still on going. The Reformed
church in Latvia sees itself as a mission and
wishes to plant new churches leaders are
being prepared, literature is being translated
(confessions of faith, books for lay people)
and necessary foundations are being laid -
the seminary is at the center of this work.

2002: Partnership with the Reformed

Church of Lithuania

Strategically located in the center of the
Baltic Countries (in Riga) the seminary s goal,
from very beginning, was to serve the whole
region. Initial development was mainly in
Latvia, though. In 2002 seminary created
stronger ties with the leadership of the
Evangelical Reformed Church of Lithuania
(ER.C.L) and started to organize guest
lectures of seminary professors also in Vilnius

the capital of Lithuania. A strategic
partnership was formed to make the
seminary the main training institution for the
Lithuanian church.

2003: The Board and the Students
(Latvia and Lithuania)

In 2003, several students from Lithuania
started studies at the seminary and
Lithuanian pastor and the president of Synod
of the ER.CL  Rev. Algimantas
Kvedaravicius became a seminary Board
member. The seminary was renamed from
Riga Reformed Theological Seminary to
Baltc Reformed Theological Seminary
(BRTS).

2004: A New Program Accredited by
the University of Latvia

Another long-term goal of the seminary
was reached in 2004: the accreditation of the
seminary to provide graduates with a degree
recognized officially in Latvia and beyond, in
the European Union, which the Baltic
countries joined in May 2004. The
accreditation solution was provided in
cooperation with the Faculty of Theology of
the University of Latvia: seminary subjects
(taught by Reformed professors) were added
to universitys Master of Theology degree
with a basic curriculum and a set of electives
allowing students to earn the degree studying
mainly Reformed subjects.

2006:  Eight ’
Students to
Graduate with
University Diploma

Eight students
used the opportunity
to study for the
university degree in
the 2-year program,
graduating in 2006.
Several of them are
planning to do
further studies in

The Reformed Churchin
Riga, Latvia, planted and
led by Rev. Alvis Sauka

order to serve as
local academic staff
of this and other
seminaries in the future.
Aurtis Celmins, Oct. 2005
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By Kristofer D. Holroyd, ITEM professor
to Lithuania and Romania

When | began my studies at Covenant
Theological Seminary four years ago, | had
finally arrived to the place in my faith where
| thought | could really say to God, “I'll go
wherever you send me, and I'll do whatever
you want me to do.” | had no idea what that
meant: | believe | am being called to work
in Lithuania. My call to Lithuania began last
January, when | was sent by International
Theological Education Ministries, also
known as ITEM, to teach about the Person
and Work of Jesus Christ in schools in both
Lithuania and Romania. | have never
experienced the same sense of fulfillment
that | experienced while teaching in those
countries. Upon my return to the United
States, ITEM immediately began to
suggest the possibility of my returning to
Eastern Europe for longer periods of time.
Since then, | have returned to Lithuania two
more times, during which | have preached,
taught, and helped lead a family church
camp. During my last trip to Lithuania, the
leaders of the congregations of the
Evangelical Reformed Church in Lithuania
met and agreed to ask me to work in
Lithuania.

This call to Lithuania has been further
confirmed through my bride-to-be. During
my visit to Lithuania last January, | met
Jone Juronyte. Though we had only a very
short time together, it was clear that God
was developing a special relationship
between us. Over the next few months, we
began to develop a very close relationship
via the telephone and emails. Jone is a gift
from God, and her faith shines through her

Kris Holroyd
and his
bride-to-be
Jone
Juronyte

character and touches everything she says
and does. A student at Vilnius Pedagogical
University, she is studying elementary
education, but ultimately, her desire is to work
alongside me as we serve God and His
people. In addition to being fluent in
Lithuanian and English, she also speaks
some Polish and Russian, and as a native
Lithuanian, she is invaluable to me and the
work to which | am being called. On July 24,
2005, Jone accepted my proposal of
marriage.

Located on the Southeastern shore of
the Baltic Sea, just East of Poland and
Northwest of Ukraine, Lithuania has been
independent of the former Soviet Union only
since 1991. Ravaged by a history of war and
occupation, Lithuanians suffer severely from
depression and ultimately suicide. In fact,
according to the World Health Organization,
Lithuania leads the entire world in number of
suicides with a suicide rate of more than four
times that of the United States. Lithuania
desperately needs the hope of the gospel.

Obviously, the nation is starving for the
hope of the gospel. Similarly, the church also
hungers for spiritual food. Every summer in
Lithuania, the Evangelical Reformed Church
of Lithuania regularly holds services in
graveyards. These services, among other
reasons, serve to remind the people of the
time when they had no access to Bibles. The
people would gather in graveyards under the
guise of a memorial service, and there they
would be able to read Scripture off of the
inscriptions on the gravestones. Even as
recently as 1991, many people didn't know
what an “Old Testament,” “New Testament,”
or “Bible” was. This spiritual ignorance is
pervasive across Lithuania. Currently, there
are 14 small congregations scattered
throughout the country, yet there are only two
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pastors. Many churches do not meet weekly,
because they have no one to teach them or
to lead them. Consequently, the people have
very little understanding of spiritual things,
and yet they are longing to learn. During my
times in Lithuania, the people gather joyfully,
even traveling great distances, to hear sound
teaching.

The primary function of our work in
Lithuania is the establishment of a school that
will train pastors, elders, teachers, and lay
leaders. My responsibilities will include the
following:

» To work with ITEM and the universities in
the development and planning of curriculum;
« Co-laboring in the furnishing of logistics as
needed;

» Co-laboring with employees and translators;
« Establishing a library;

* Recruiting Pastor-Professors;

» Teaching classes;

* Regular tutoring;

» Circuit Lecturing.

In addition to these responsibilities, as
Scholar-in-Residence, | will be required to
produce one article or work worthy of
publication each year, as well as continue
PhD studies. Finally, | will also be ordained in
the Evangelical Reformed Church of
Lithuania, so | can better assist with regular
pastoral responsibilities, such as preaching
and counseling.

Jone and | are currently applying for her
visa to the United States. If granted, she will
join me here while | finish my last semester of
studies at Covenant and as we continue to
iinerate and prepare for God's work in
Lithuania. Should you desire any further
information, please contact the ITEM office.

Krigofer D. Holroyd, Oct. 2005

USA donations and correspondence:

P.O. Box 31456, S. Louis, MO 63131-0456
Tel.+1.314.691.0169; Fax:+1.636.861.1613
e-mail: item@item.org
christforrussiaukraine @juno.com
internet: www.item.org
www.christforrussia.org

Canadian donations only:
c/oAction International Ministries
P.O. Box 280,
ThreeHills, Alberta TOM 2A0 CANADA
R. David Ludwick, JD., M.Div, President, Rodney
Gorter, Th.M., Professor, Odessa Preshyterian Seminary,
Odessa, Ukraine

news| TEMs




