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THE “EFFECTIVE ,
MINISTRY OF THE
CHURCH?”

HOMILETICS AND

HERMENEUTICS
CONFERENCE

“The Effective Ministry of the
Church” Homiletics and
Hermeneutics Conference will be
held in Kiev/Vishnev, Ukraine, May
9-10, 2008.

It is with great pleasure that the
Board of Directors of Kiev Regional
Bible College through International
Theological Education Ministries,
Inc. invites American professors of
Homiletics and Hermeneutics to
attend the conference as speakers.

To help us to fulfil our
endeavors and answer His call on
our lives, we respectfully ask you
to consider prayerful and financial
support.  Your prayers and
contributions make a life changing
and lasting difference in our lives.

May God Bless you!

Sincerely yours,

Vitaliy Tkachuk, April 2008

-
-
-
-
Fl
&
af
i
[
-
[}
i

KHIBCbKHH PETTOHA/IbHUH BIBJIIHHUNA

KOJIEJXK/KIEV REGIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE

A Ukrainian church in Vishnev, near Kiev, pastored by Rev.
Vitaliy Tkachuk, President of Kiev Regional Bible College

We believe this is the first,
ever, hermeneutics and homiletics
conference of its kind in this
region, long anticipated and
strategic!

You are invited to share in this
“brand new ministry” with us and
with many eager pastors, teachers
and lay leaders of Ukraine.

If preaching is a means of
God’'s grace, and it is, for His
people, and you believe that the
Bible contains the Truth and is the
Word of God, then support of this
ministry is a must.

Good stewardship is also a
must. So, when expenses are paid,
the cost of this Conference will be
about $3.33! per student per
classroom hour for training and
equipping.

We all believe we have the
ability. The difference is how it is
prepared for use and how we use
it.

For many of us this is a
uniquely new opportunity that
cannot be missed... and you are
making it possible to take an active
part in it!

Thank you and God Bless!

Dr. R. David Ludwick, on behalf
of the students, churches and ITEM

May, 2008




Summer 2008

A CLEAR
DEMONSTRATION OF THE
RIGHT PATH

By Stan Guy, ITEM Professor

The call came very unexpectedly
Friday afternoon February 15th.
David Ludwick from ITEM was
calling to see if | would be
interested in going to Ukraine to
teach a one week course at the Kiev
Regional Bible College. We had
discussed this possibility over 3
years ago but it never came
together. Now not only did | get the
call but | would need to leave in a
month. | had very mixed emotions. |
was leaving the next day to go on a
vacation for a week. | had no idea
how my wife Roseann would
respond to me going overseas,
particularly by myself. | wanted to
say yes right then but | knew |
needed to talk with her.

| finished my conversation with
David promising him | would be
back as soon as | could. | picked up
the phone and called Roseann. She
knew David was calling because he
got my phone number from her.
When | explained what he wanted
me to do her first response was
“Why not?” She was as excited
about this opportunity for me as |
was. It was all the encouragement |
needed to call David back and set
up a meeting the next day to go
over the plan. When we met we
discussed the location, the types of
training they were looking for and
the time. He went to the church
library to get for me some resources
for study and | went and rented a
car to go on vacation.

As we shared this opportunity with
more people there was a constant
response of encouragement and
excitement that God had opened
this opportunity for me. For me this
was the answer to my prayers of
what direction did God have for me
in serving Him. As | have been
struggling for the past three years
about knowing what God wanted me
to be doing and where he wanted
me to serve. He began to open my
eyes by opening the door for me to
attend the MTW Missions Conference
last November.
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That event confirmed that | should
get back involved as chairman of our
mission team. As we started this year
with a big push to help guide the
congregation back toward being a
mission minded church the team
grew and we had a successful
Mission Focus Sunday that once
again confirmed to me that | was
moving in the right direction. This trip
was the final step to completely
confirm | was doing what God wanted
me to do.

God confirmed this calling in two
ways. One was the way he brought to
me the resources and thinking to put
together the curriculum so quickly
and with ease. | had three weeks to
develop an outline and consider what
needed to be taught as well as
prepare two sermons to be shared
with the congregation of the church
on the Sunday | arrived. When |
arrived at the Kiev Regional Bible
College | would soon discover that |
would have time either before class
or after to prepare more completely
for each day. This was valuable time
as | was able to think through what
need to be shared and what did not.
What areas needed specific Biblical
reference and which did not. Even
with all this preparation | am still
amazed at how God brings to me
what needs to be said as | teach and
preach. | see all of this as a
confirmation that God is at work and
guides me through His Spirit as to
what he wants communicated.

The second way God confirmed
this calling was the amount of
encouragement and support he
provided to make this trip possible.
More than half of the people | sent a
letter to and asked for prayer and
financial support responded with a
commitment to pray and financial
assistance. There are over 30
families committed to praying for me
and God provided over $4,500 to
cover the expenses. This tremendous
amount of support spoke to me as a
clear demonstration that | was on the
right path and that | should consider
returning again next year.

| arrived at the Kiev International
Airport at 8:30 am on Sunday March
16th, 30 minutes late. It took over an
hour to get through immigration and get
my luggage but as | entered the main
part of the airport Vitaliy was waiting for
me with a sign in his hand. We went
directly to his car and headed to
Vyshnev. By the time we arrived the
church had started and | needed to
change clothes. Quickly making the
change | came out of my room and was
introduced to Valentine who was to be
my interpreter for the next couple of
days at class. We joined the worship
service and Vitaliy confirmed that |
would be speaking sometime during the
service. Their tradition is very different
than at the churches in the States. | was
one of four preachers that morning.
There was a wonderful mix of
congregational singing, special music,
and prayers sprinkled between the
sermons. There was a visiting choir and
they were wonderful. During the course
of the service there were songs in
Russian, Ukrainian and Hebrew. There
were sermons in Russian, Ukrainian and
English. It was a wonderful mix of
languages, nationalities and people, all
worshiping the same God.

After the service they pulled
together the room and accommodations
for the week. | stayed in one of the
classrooms in the church. They brought
in a twin sized roll-a-way bed, a couple
of tables for me to work and eat from
and the table in the room to use as a
place to store my suitcases. So | and
the stuffed animals became friends for a
week. That evening | attended the
worship service but there was not a
translator so | was not able to share the
sermon | had put together. | would get
an opportunity on the last day of class to
share the message of the sermon to the
students.

Classes started at 2pm on Monday.
I would discover over the week that
class time would change each day.
Monday and Thursday it was 2pm.
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday it was
9am. On Monday Valentine was my
interpreter. On Tuesday Lyuba was my
interpreter. On Wednesday and Friday

Vishvev “Cherry town”, Ukraine: Kiev Christian College has now extended to offer four
programs at the Bible college level, training pastors, teachers, and lay-leaders.



Nadia was my interpreter and on
Thursday Lena and Nadia shared that
duty. As this was the first time | have
ever needed an interpreter it took some
adjusting to make sure that what |
wanted to communicate was clear to
them so they could pass on the
information. The vast majority of time we
got along very well. | set up the
computer with my notes between us and
they were able to read them most of the
time. There were some specific words
and a few phrases | had to describe to
them but | believe we were able to
accomplish our goal.

On Monday we were able to go from
Genesis to Numbers. | spent a good
time in Genesis laying out the
redemptive plan of salvation and
showing how each major person was an
example of God demonstrating this
redemptive plan. We examined the
exodus and looked at it in light of the
redemptive plan of God.

Tuesday we studied Deuteronomy
through Samuel. This day we had a
good discussion on the purpose of the
law and what happened to those who
died between the time of Adam and the
giving of the law to Moses. In studying
Samuel we looked at the change in the
way God dealt with his people: going
from a theocracy to kingship. We
discussed Saul and David and their
different responses to God. We
discussed how both represented in
different ways God's redemptive plan.
We emphasized God keeping his
promises.

Wednesday we studied Kings
through part of Psalms. We looked at
the history of Israel through the eyes of
Jeremiah and Ezra and saw that the
kings were written from the perspective
of a proud people and Chronicles
through the eyes of a conquered people.

Elijah and Elisha were studied in
light of their being used by God to
demonstrate his redemptive plan of
salvation and as types of Christ. We
then looked at the conquered people
being allowed to return to their home
and rebuild the altar, the temple and the
city. We rejoiced as we read that King
Darius ordered the governor Tattenai of
Trans-Euphrates to stop preventing the
rebuilding and to pay the bills for the
reconstruction and supplies, everything
the Israelites needed to survive.

On Thursday we finished our study
of the Psalms and finished with the Song
of Songs. After we discussed the patterns
of praise found in the Psalms we took a

very close look at Ps. 103. We read

each verse and examined it in light of
God's dealing with man and man's
response. This Psalm is a wonderful
presentation of the redemptive plan of
salvation. Our discussion of the Proverbs
centered on how best to interpret Proverbs.
We pointed out the difference in the
purposes of the Proverbs and how they
seek to instruct us in life. Our discussion of
Ecclesiastes challenged some of the
students due to the presentation as the
book being written from man’s perspective
and not necessarily from God’s. Solomon
expresses what he has observed “under
the sun” and his observation led him to
conclude that all life is meaningless. We
had a good interaction about how that fit
into the fact that the Bible is God’s inspired
word. After assuring them that | fully
believed that and after having them read
the end of the book where Solomon calls
on his people to praise the Lord | think they
understood my point. We had some time at
the end of the day to just talk. We talked
about life in the U.S. We talked about life in
Ukraine. When it was time to go, one of the
students said we should have done that
earlier. | was pleased that they did not think
| was wasting their time.

On Friday morning we finished our
studies by examining the book of Isaiah.
We started the class with a devotional on
being refreshed by God through his love. |
presented the sermon | had prepared and
had not been able to share. With my wife's
encouragement and recognizing | had the
time | presented the message. It was well
received. After tea we examined Isaiah and
explored how his message helps us see a
revelation of God through powerful, vital
names such as: Holy One and God is
Judge. The book helps us to see a clear
vision of Jesus as Messiah. We examined
what it meant to be a servant before the
Lord. And we looked at some of the
powerful visions of the end recorded in this
book.

| then administered the test.

Some general observations:

1. It was very difficult to get feedback
from the students during classes. The
language barrier also prevented body
language readings. Nadia is a University
professor so | asked her and she was
encouraging but during class | was not sure
how well things were going. At Friday
evening tea (they have tea at 10am and
6pm and you can set your clock by it) | was
overwhelmed with the encouragement and
comments from the students. One of them
commented that they were happy to get to
know me and have a good relationship.

That comment came as a result of our

. . . NewsITEMs
discussion in class about what

a relationship is. It told me they were
listening and learning. Several times they
asked me to come back. This included the
pastor of the church and he did not sit in on
any of the classes.

2. | need to prepare myself to be able
to speak with them when there is not an
interpreter. If God calls me back | want to
be able to spend more time in fellowship
with them. Based on their comments |
would like to return but be better prepared.
| also need to be prepared for the many
hours of being by myself. Wednesday
afternoon was particularly hard as | was
feeling very alone. | was able to get on the
internet with Roseann and Shawnee and
we talked back and forth for awhile.

3. | believe more charts and graphs
and possibly some way to project on to a
screen would enhance the class time. | am
sure | would have to provide all the
equipment but | need to think that through. |
definitely need to find more ways to get the
students involved. Nadia recommended
that the students rather than her read
passages of Scripture as we went through
the studies and that did help them get more
engaged.

4. These students have a real heart for
learning. At least two of the older students
came to Christ late in life and they are
soaking up all they can. They are already
involved in ministry and come to learn as
much as they can. The more | began to
understand that, the easier it was to build
relationships with them even though we
had the language barrier.

Guy Stan, March 2008

Kiev, Ukraine: as part of Ukrainian
students’ practicum, this picture shows

Sunday evangelism outreach in a
village of one hundred people where
gospel never been heard before.
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“REBUILDING THE CHURCH
THROUGH BIBLICAL
TRAINING”

By Rev. Vern Vanderzee, Miami FL

| spent some time with the group in
Vilnius composed of some male and
female leaders and a few future
preachers. | spent a few evenings with
the poor ladies and their children and
pastor in Svobiskis. Rev. Aligmantas
had some hope there of 4-6 ladies
forming a group for special ministry
needs. The weekend was spent in
Poliynas, his home town, and there |
lectured to a few mothers and children,
and to a Sunday School class. On
Monday | met and spoke to a group of
seniors in the university town of Kaunas.

My impression of these four
groups was that Bible knowledge was
minimal and almost nonexistent for
some. | understand why because of
their history.

Some did not know that there were
doctrinal differences between the
Roman Catholics and Reformed. The
friendship of their small group, |
sensed, was the driving interest in
their involvement. They were happy to
be learning about the Bible as well.
Most were nominally Reformed, but
knew little about Reformed doctrines.

The goal of the older folks was to
rebuild the church, their congregation,
as an institution, to be like it was back
in the glory days before the war.

My perception was that there was
little that was about a personal
relationship with Jesus or the Holy
Spirit. | sensed little spiritual vitality
and piety. Their energy and focus was
about rebuilding the church as an
institution and enjoying its social
aspects in the meantime. They
enjoyed each other. | liked all | met.

| heard there was jealousy toward
Fundamentalist groups and other
denominations who were able to
attract folks in their 20's and 30's.

Since we have had in Lithuania two
generations of no Sunday School or
biblical teaching, we need to teach basic
Bible knowledge, and lead them into
reading the Bible personally for
themselves. We must identify key
leaders and persons of influence in each
congregation to lead small group Bible
studies with folks in their congregations.
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To move away from a preoccupation
with the past and to move beyond the
social club model we need to teach
these folks spiritual disciplines of daily
prayer and Bible study, and then next
teach them basic evangelism skills,
possibly the first few lessons from
Evangelism Explosion. It is my
conviction that without personal piety
nothing much will happen in their
churches as to attracting new folks and
preparing the children for the future.

| am praying that the folks | met
develop and own a vision of reaching
the lost of their land whose
grandparents were part of the Reformed
Church of Lithuania before the war.

Vern Vanderzee, March 2008

“GoobD NEWS: THE CHARIOT
IS COMING!”

By Dr. R. David Ludwick, ITEM President

Good News: the chariot IS
coming!

The good news is that the
chariot of the King is replacing
the foot of oppression.

Necks are bowed as heads are
bowed and a quiet joy fills the
air.

It is His spirit that has kept
them for three generations and
now freedom is no longer
someone else’s vocabulary and
mine as well.

Won’t you share with us the
victory that we seek to proclaim?

Won’t you share in the
preparation of the Bride, until He
comes?

You can.

Your gift of $10-25 provides
funds for books and course
material;

Your gift of $25-50 will buy
one school week of food and local
transport.

You gift of $100-500 or more
will provide room and board for a
Sfamily of five.

As much as generosity is the
matter of the heart so our
mission is a matter of the heart
to reach people’s lives.

RDL, Mai 2008

“COMEAND LABOR OR
SEND...”
By Nadiya Yarmola, ITEM Admin Assistant

Hello, my name is Nadiya.

| am from Ukraine and | am a
graduate of Ukrainian Seminary through
the ITEM program.

We were not strong enough at first.
We were depending on you for so much
that you cannot even imagine: money,
of course, but prayers and caring hearts
also. Because of what you have done
for us, we now have an opportunity of
real freedom.

Won't you join us here
mission field...

Come and labor or send someone
to share your place with us.

$1,000 produces one week of
classes for 25-50 students and covers
all expenses for students — for you to
see firsthand and experience reality the
way you haven't.

Nadiya Yarmola, Mai 2008

in the

25-50 students and covers all expenses
for students

USA donations and correspondence:
P.0. Box 31456, St. Louis, MO 63131-0456
Tel+1.314.691.0169; Fax:+1.314.909.7676

e-mail: Dr. Ludwick: rdiudwick@shcglobal.net

internet: www.item.org

Canadian donations only: c/o Action International Ministries
3015 A 21st St. NE Calgary T2E 7T1 Canada

R. David Ludwick, J.D., M.Div, President

Permission is granted to reprint in whole or in part provided, with the “brief
statements” and applause, the following credit is given: “Reprinted from
newsITEMs, a newsletter of Intemational Theological Education Ministries,
Inc., St Louis, MO”




