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NNeewwssIITTEEMMss  
FFaallll  EEddiittiioonn  

HOW LONG, O 

LORD? 

NOT LONG… 

 

By Dr. R. David Ludwick, 

ITEM President  

This is a call to action!  

If you have been reading or 
watching the news then you are 
aware of the forces, which stand 
in opposition to biblical theology 
and the teachings of Christ. 
Countries, not acting in concert 
but in competition or contradiction 
of the teachings in Scripture, can 
be found everywhere. Most 
recently, there may have been a 
return to “the old ways.”  

We labor in fields of planting, 
growth and harvesting - teaching 
how to accomplish these and the 
cycle repeats. We do not plant 
churches, evangelize or act as a 
church but teach Reformed 
theology in order to equip 
pastors, teachers and lay leaders 
in the local church. The doors to 
these opportunities appear to be 
closing again! The time is 
growing shorter and shorter - 
read the papers for yourselves 
and watch the international news. 
If we are going to act before it will 
be impossible then we must act 
quickly!  
 

 

The warning signs have been 
shown again and again for the 
past several years but there has 
been no apparent urgency to 
heed the signs. Now is the time. 
We need your help. He calls for 
your services and together we 
can march not only against 
anyone, but for Truth. 

Those who follow after us 
will remember and hopefully be 
prepared to replicate the work 
as their time comes. 

Remember the average cost 
of educating our students is less 
than $2.40 per student per class 
room hour. Please help with 
your prayers, resources, 
common networking, gifts… 
whatever your situation. Please 
help us before the window of 
opportunity closes. 

The case for educating the 
leadership of the church, in 
foreign countries, is easily found 
- and most successfully 
accomplished by teaching 
nationals in their homeland. The 
costs and distractions are fewer 
and application is sure. 

…not long, but still. 
Dr. R. David Ludwick, 

September, 2008 
  

Permission is granted to reprint in whole or in part provided, with the 
“brief statements” and applause, the following credit is given: 
“Reprinted from newsITEMs, a newsletter of International Theological 
Education Ministries, Inc., St. Louis, MO” 

There are still many areas in the former Soviet Union that need to 
hear the Gospel, yet the doors of opportunity may close again for a 

long time… 
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disciples (learners, students) we 
must send teachers. That is the 
Great Commission. That is exactly 
what ITEM does. 

Here are several reasons why we 
should consider supporting ITEM. 

1. Their ministry is Reformed 
theological education. This is a great 
need in the areas of the world in 
which they serve. 

2. They are effective. They do 
their job well, and therefore they can 
trust those whom they teach to 
continue the work, freeing them to go 
into other areas of new opportunities. 

3. They are unique. How many 
ministries really “make disciples”? 
ITEM does. By establishing 
seminaries, translating solid Biblical 
literature, and sending seminary 
professors and pastors to teach, 
ITEM educates those who will then 
teach their own people, who in turn 
will train those who come after them. 
Thus, this is a mission designed to 
replicate itself generation after 
generation. 

4. At our dinner on Sunday, a 
brother in Christ said that we ought to 
look for someone who has a natural 
connection with our geographical 
area. This facilitates staying in touch. 
We can do this with ITEM! We can 
have more personal contact with 
them than we can with most 
missionaries. They are available to 
keep us updated on their work. They 
are experts on missions and are also 
available to help evaluate missions 
programs and advise missions 
committees. 

5. Our people responded 
wonderfully to David Ludwick’s 
presentation in Sunday school, both 
personally and financially, and people 
continue to ask about him and 
ITEM’s ministry. 

In selecting the criteria to use our 
search for a missionary to support, I 
hope that we will not limit the search 
to Box A when there may be a 
treasure in Box B. ITEM has no 
denominational affiliation. They are 
Reformed and conservative. Several 
Reformed denominations have been 
and are represented on their Board, 
and the people they send to teach 
are from a variety of Reformed 
denominations. There are many 
ministries that do good things. ITEM 
does the best thing. They teach the 
Truth and make disciples. 

 
 

  

THEY TEACH THE TRUTH  
 

A Characteristic Opinion of One of Our 

ITEM Supporters, Anywhere 

 

Until recently I had almost no 
interest in missions. There are a 
couple of reasons for that. First, I 
always wondered why someone 
would go around the world with the 
gospel when they wouldn’t go 
across the street to talk to an 
unbelieving neighbor. And second, it 
seemed, the only mission projects I 
ever encountered were people 
asking me for money so they could 
go build a house somewhere. And I 
wondered what would happen when 
the construction was done and the 
builders left. Had the Gospel been 
tucked in somewhere between the 
bricks and mortar? Were the people 
left with anything permanent? Would 
anyone come back to see how the 
people were doing? I also 
encountered medical missions and 
even a music mission asking for 
donations of instruments. All of 
these are good things to do, but 
they are so temporary. There was 
nothing wrong with Martha’s dinner 
preparations (they had to eat, after 
all, and likewise people need 
houses and medical care), but 
Jesus said that Mary had chosen 
the good part, the one thing that 
was necessary, learning the Word of 
God. Since that was my priority, I 
turned a deaf ear to missions – or at 
least to the missions I had 
encountered. Somebody else could 
deal with that; I would concentrate 
on teaching.  

All my resistance was swept 
away when I discovered 
International Theological Education 
Ministries (ITEM). Finally, I had 
found a mission ministry that caught 
my attention and captured my heart. 
My heart is in teaching. And isn’t 
that what missionaries are 
supposed to do? That is what Paul 
did on his missionary journeys. 
Phillip taught the Ethiopian, and 
Peter preached teaching sermons. 
Teaching the Truth is the sine qua 
non of missions, because the Truth 
is the only thing that survives. Jesus 
said, “Go, and make disciples…,” 
(Mat. 28:19). A disciple is a student, 
one who learns. So in order to make 
…… 

 

MISSIONS AND WARS  
 

By Andre Bouravnev, M.Div, ITEM 

Media Director 

 

You have probably heard of the 
recent conflict near the Black Sea. 
These events serve as a reminder 
that the peace and tranquility are 
often fleeting. There is no guarantee 
that tomorrow will bring the same. 
The life we have can be taken from 
us at any time. The opportunities that 
we have may be missed by us if we 
are not taking advantage of them.  

In the political aftermath, it is 
certain that the simple people are 
going to pay the price of the global 
chess game. As Christians, we are 
concerned about the ongoing mission 
work in those areas, which still can be 
and should be done there. Because of 
the recent conflicts, do we really 
believe it will be easier to send 
missionaries there, to minister to 
these people? No, it will be more 
difficult because the geopolitical map 
is being redrawn yet again and that 
will affect many countries and many 
people. Globalization is present, but 
is it permanent? Do we see this in 
history past?  

ITEM invests heavily in Ukraine by 
training local Christian leaders, by 
providing educational materials, 
professors and financial support to local 
Christian schools and seminaries 
interested in investing in solid Biblical 
doctrine. Who knows how long this will 
be possible if the relations between 
super powers get even more strained 
and tense?  

Does this really affect us? Can we 
just read the news and sip our coffee? Is 
this just a local insignificant issue or the 
beginning of a larger standoff of super 
powers that strive for global domination? 
With complicated political relations the 
mission work becomes either more 
limited or next to impossible. 

What can you do personally? You 
can pray for the Lord of the Universe to 
continue to extend His kingdom work 
where it is needed. You can pray for 
more laborers for the harvest is ready. 
You can pray for your congregation and 
friends to become personally involved 
as the timing is becoming more crucial 
day by day.  

 What will you do about it, today? 
Andre Bouravnev,  

September 2008 
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instruction on the internet through a distant 
seminary. Clergy commitment must be 
strong to serve here, because once ordained, 
one serves as a pastor with a very meager 
salary. The pastor must have a working 
spouse who has a substantial income. 

Moments of inspiration included: 
Reading the Bible and praying together 

at the table of a leader of the Vilnius 
congregation whose mother is Roman 
Catholic. The young aspiring pastor gave me 
his bed for one and a half weeks. 

An actress, a young businesswoman, 
who gave much of her free time while I was 
there to translate our private conversations 
with fellow Christians and my lectures. She 
deeply loves Jesus and the Evangelical 
Reformed Church of Lithuania. She is an 
encourager, a wise counselor to Rev. 
Algimantas, and a strong leader. She willingly 
travels about the country translating for 
foreign theological speakers as they visit and 
speak to distant congregations. 

Climbing into a pulpit ten feet above the 
worshippers in a church built in the 1500’s, in 
which the temperature is near freezing in 
winter, with no heat in the building, but 
hearing the worshippers, led by a lady briskly 
pumping pedals of the bellows of her pipe 
organ, singing so that their praises filled the 
cold spaces of the whole sanctuary. Their 
voices harmonizing in praise warmed my 
heart. 

Giving a lecture on the sacrifices of St. 
Paul to bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to us, 
Gentiles, knowing that most of these folks of 
this rural congregation do not own a car and 
made a sacrifice to walk to the parish hall 
through the fields and puddle-filled dirt streets 
in the dark of night, without street or house 
lights to light their way, to come and hear 
God’s Word from a stranger speaking in 
another language in a freezing cold parish hall.  

 

REFLECTIONS ON MY TIME 

WITH THE EVANGELICAL 

REFORMED CHURCH OF 

LITHUANIA 
 

This article is written by a friend 
of the church in the cause of justice. 

 
 

What I thought might be a time of 
giving information about the Apostle Paul, 
his letters and about the unique teachings 
of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount, 
turned out to be more of a time of listening, 
observing and feeling. I felt some of their 
suffering and became aware of the 
enormous energy required from these 
Reformed Lithuanians to rebuild a little 
denomination which was devastated by 
wars, an occupation and an antagonistic 
government. These saints suffer for their 
faith and put much energy into their church 
life, the likes of which I have not witnessed 
in my ministry years in the States. 

The present challenge, one soon 
learns, is one of recovering occupancy 
rights of their sixteen Evangelical Reformed 
Church buildings. Some of the buildings 
were taken away by the government force, 
and were given, for example, to a museum, 
to a martial arts parlor, to a police academy, 
and to other religious groups. One of these 
other religious groups has assumed a 
name similar to the Evangelical Reformed 
Church of Lithuania. This new group has 
successfully found funding from Western 
Europe. Their focus is not on Sunday 
worship services but on hosting festivals 
and community cultural events. They rarely 
convene worship services, and have 
repudiated the miracles of the Gospels and 
the divine authority of the Bible. Attempts by 
the historic Evangelical Reformed Church 
of Lithuania to reclaim occupancy of their 
church buildings has been only partially 
successful, in spite of many legal efforts. It 
should be noted that they have succeeded 
in four cases but the opposition still presses. 

I sense that a much deeper need is to 
raise up convicted, educated and 
accredited Reformed pastors. Sixteen 
congregations are served by one, 
sometimes two pastors and Rev. 
Algimantas Kvedaravicius, the 
administrator of this small Reformed 
denomination. Receiving a converted priest 
from the Roman Catholic Church has been 
only partially successful and comes with 
other challenges. So, efforts are underway 
to train men in local congregations to study 
theology in a variety of creative ways 
including reading, attending lectures given 
by out-of-town professors, and receiving. 
………… 

Zita, Rev. Algimantas’ wife,  
lit a candle placing it on my lecture table, 
symbolizing for us the warm presence of the 
light of Jesus Christ and the flame of the Holy 
Spirit of Pentecost. The icy cold room was 
beautifully warmed. 

Each session, Zita brought bottles of 
fresh water to our gathering to place in 
electric tea kettles with which to make hot tea 
for our fellowship time intermissions. There 
was no running water, hot or cold. I was 
taken aback by such zeal. 

These folks have awe. They welcomed 
me as the people in Lystra welcomed Paul 
and Barnabas as Zeus and Hermes. They 
saw it as inappropriate for me, an American 
pastor, to carry the dirty plastic cups and a 
garbage bag in assisting Zita with cleanup. 
Clergy are held in very high esteem. Before 
God, they stood when we prayed and when 
we read Scripture to open our meetings. 
They are quiet and reverent in their places of 
worship and fellowship. 

These folks feel connected to history and 
to the events of the Protestant Reformation. 
On the front of the church in Vilnius it says 
1557-2007. A picture of John Calvin hangs 
on the walls of their social halls alongside the 
pictures of their recent pastors. They feel 
vitally connected to the events of the 
Protestant Reformation led by John Calvin, 
Martin Luther, John Huss, and Philip 
Melanchton. 

I observed many cemeteries beside local 
churches and also cemeteries in the cities 
displaying names of war dead going back 
many years. I also visited a memorial 
cemetery marking the slaying of 70,000 
Jews, resulting in the fact that very few Jews 
live in Lithuania today. Many wars and years 
and years of occupation have scarred these 
folks and beaten down their spirits. 

Continued on page 4 

 

Zita, Rev. Algimantas’ wife, 
does much for the 
congregation led by her 
husband. She makes sure all 
the details are taken care of so 
that the worship would be 
meaningful and memorable. 
She also takes care of the 
church housekeeping. 
She works as a pediatric 
emergency room surgeon and 
physician; she is the liaison 
between the church and the 
women of the church. She is a 
teacher, a student and a 
mentor. 
On the picture she is dressed 
in the national Lithuanian 
dress for the celebration of 
450

th
 anniversary of the 

Evangelical Reformed Church 
of Lithuania. 
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ROAMIN’ IN ROMANIA  
 

By Rev. Will Hesterberg, Waterloo PCA, ITEM 

Board of Directors  

  

“Why do you go to Romania?” I am 
often asked when I tell people about an 
upcoming or finished trip there. “I go to 
teach at a Bible college,” I reply. Yet, 
often the Romanians teach me more 
than I teach them. Here are a few 
important truths I learned and relearned 
on this trip. 

I learned once again that God’s 
simple ways are best and work. In John 
13:34,35 Jesus says, “A new 
commandment I give you that you love 
one another.  By this all men will know 
that you are my disciples, if you love 
one another.” During the years of 
Communism in Romania under Nicolae 
Ceaucescu, Christians learned to 
survive by being suspicious and careful 
of everyone else, including Christians 
from other denominations. Thus 
churches became isolated. In their 
isolation, even after the Romanian 
Revolution, churches found more 
differences to separate over than 
commonalities to unite around. 

Recently, an American missionary in 
Campina, Romania, began challenging 
the pastors to take Jesus’ 
commandment in John 13 seriously. 
And they did. They started talking, then 
meeting for prayer once a month, and 
just recently worshipping together the 
last Sunday of each month. I was 
privileged to preach at a united service 
while there. And I rejoiced a few days 
later as together with the leaders of six 
different churches we ate, laughed, and 
planned together. I saw again that God’s 
simple command to love works. 
 

 

I observed some contrasts including: 
A pastor having a cell phone, 

microwave and television, but using an 
outhouse because they do not have an 
indoor W.C. The only heat in his apartment 
was from a wood-burning kitchen stove. His 
young daughter wore her hat and gloves in 
the house as well. 

A young man driving a BMW as he 
passed by an old lady, pedaling her bicycle 
to church, bundled up because of the near 
freezing temperature and wind. 

Though aware of current movie 
characters, there was no awareness of the 
effects of global warming and of quality air 
control as smoke curled up out of the 
chimneys of their wood-burning stoves and 
their smoke stack factories. 

I noticed an adamant interest in and talk 
about the Reformed historical confessions 
and a desire to learn more about Reformed 
doctrines, but the Bible knowledge was 
meager and some, when asked, said they 
did not have a Bible in their homes. While 
proud to be Reformed, when asked whether 
there were differences between the 
Reformed and Roman Catholic, without a 
moment’s hesitation the answer was “None”. 

Some closing thoughts: 
As I sat on the airplane heading back to 

the United States, I became strongly 
convicted that this historic church, that is 
rebuilding, is worthy of our varied support 
and prayers. We must partner with them. 

While small groups of God’s people 
without pastors worship in big old 
sanctuaries, we can warmly reintroduce 
them to touching parts of the Holy Scriptures, 
especially the Gospels, Paul’s Epistles, Old 
Testament redemptive historical stories, and 
to the Psalms. I sensed a spiritual hunger 
and a desire to learn of the Bible. 

In a variety of ways we can help them 
develop pastoral leaders, elders and 
deacons. Bible study leaders, and the 
neighborhood ministry leaders. 

I heard them talk with envy about the 
local Lithuanian Baptists and Pentecostals 
and about their church growth, their spiritual 
vitality, and their successful outreach 
ministries. I believe that the church planting 
and development skills we have learned in 
the United States, our experiences with 
small group Bible study, our history with 
ministries to children and couples struggling 
in their marriages, and our focus on 
individual and group prayer life, all can be 
used by God, in much the same way, to 
rebuild the Evangelical Reformed Church of 
Lithuania. I am encouraged by the 
promise of Jesus, “I will build my 
Church.” 

  

 
 

 

I learned again that other 
people can have great ideas 
before we Americans do. 
For over two years now, 
we’ve been thinking, talking, 
planning, and worked on 
growing our church through 
establishing congregations 
in different communities. 
We’ve read about and 
talked with other churches 
also doing this. Almost all 
those attempting this 
approach have been in 
large cities and the 
surrounding suburbs, but 
none in smaller 
communities. 

But the group we work with at 
Maranatha Bible College has been 
starting congregations under one 
leadership in smaller communities like 
ours since 1989. They’ve done it slowly, 
with small resources, and dedicated 
men and women willing to sacrifice 
much. We can learn from their failures 
and successes and their perseverance. 
For example, they continually train their 
people; they creatively stay connected 
to each other with lots of fellowship; and 
they constantly emphasize missions. 

I learned about contentment again. 
Romanian Christians don’t enjoy nearly 
the material wealth we have. They 
struggle with very high prices and low 
wages. Many of their young people are 
leaving the country to find higher paying 
jobs in Italy, Spain, and Great Britain. 
Nevertheless they do what they can. 
They are resourceful. They pursue 
education at every level and from every 
angle. They work hard, often at more 
than one job. They depend on each 
other in their families. 

Will Hesterberg,  

September 2008 
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