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AGIFT?
ATITHE?
A LOAN?

By Dr. R. David Ludwick,
ITEM President

What do you call it when you
make a contribution to a
religious/educational, tax exempt,
donor deductible 501(c)(3) not-
for-profit corporation?

A qift? Well, maybe. A qgift
requires donative intent, a
delivery of the gift to be given and
receiving of it. Yes, this qualifies
as a gift; what else? A loan?
Probably not, because of its
expectation to be returned. So
delivery would be contingent and
not permanent. And what about
tithe? Well, yes, tithe qualifies but
is a different type of gift. In the
Old Testament the tithe was
specifically made known to the
people and in the New Testament
is of the same nature except the
ascertainment of its amount.
Whatever you call it, whatever it
means. It is a word that is mostly

whispered among those
organizations that exist because
of  solicitation of  funding

operations, projects, what all and
whatever but which is
accomplished directly with the
donor.

We must not fear each other
or act differently because we both
share an interest in serving our
Lord.
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The staff and students of Kiev Regional Bible College have
a great vision for their region near Kiev, Ukraine

| am compelled by His Spirit to
come to you, make a presentation,
and you ought to receive me, hear
and absorb the presentation, pray
(for each of us) that the plan,
which we prepared and you
received and we will accomplish
its... no, His purposes.

With Him, we should never be
too careful to seek to undertake
that which is bigger than us, in a
very real sense that covers
everything that we would or could
do! And so we have paused for
rejoicing because we received a
gift or a loan and can repay out of
His bounty, not merely a tithe.

What do we have to fear? Why
are we hesitant? Surely it is not the
‘I can do it myself” syndrome
because we have just concluded
that we can’t and besides, it is His
work. Only He is deigned to give
us a part in it and yet it is He who
gave it to us to do in the first place.

Why do we hesitate to do that
which He calls us to do, that which
He gives us the enablement to do;
the opportunity to do and His
praise and victories when we do?

We ask those whom we serve
— Will you give generously this
season that they might also know?

Dr. R. David Ludwick,
January, 2009
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BRTS: ASTRATEGIC
SEMINARY

By Dr. Joseph Hall, ITEM Board
Member

Is Christ's Great Commission to go
into all the world with the Gospel still
operative in an advanced technological
age? Are there countries yet vitally in
need of that Gospel? If your answer is
Yes, then read on about one of the most
economic and excellent ways of fulfilling
the Great Commission, namely, by
sending qualified theological professors
to teach foreign countries in existing
pastoral training institutions and in the

establishment of new Reformed
seminaries. International Theological
Education Ministries (ITEM) is
positioned, by God's grace and

continued blessing, to train and equip
nationals in Eastern Europe on their own
turf in order that they may teach their
own nationals and plant churches.
ITEM's method is not only most cost
effective, it also allows the nationals who
know the culture and language to
evangelize and teach their own
countrymen, toward the end of their
becoming, under God, able to further
church growth, become self-financing
and self-governing. ITEM's purpose,
then, in a nutshell, is to assist nationals
themselves to further their own
development by faithfully teaching and
preaching the Word of God.

ITEM (formerly incorporated as
Christ for Russia) serves Eastern
European countries formerly under
Soviet occupation, principally Ukraine,
Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, and Poland.
This article features especially our
labors in Latvia, sometimes called, "The
Heart of the Baltics." ITEM's teaching
efforts in Latvia represent a theological
seminary, Baltic Reformed Theological
Seminary (BRTS) that was both founded
and continues being supported by
ITEM's supplying theological professors
and finances. Professors sent to other
Eastern European countries go to
existing institutions. It has been my
distinct privilege to work closely with the
progress of BRTS, as well as to teach
several courses in its curriculum. BRTS
is located in the Latvian capital, Riga.
This institution is undoubtedly of
strategic importance.
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In order to fully understand its
strategic nature we need to know a
little about the country itself.
Geographically, Latvia is located
between Lithuania on the south and
Estonia on the north and borders
Russia on the east, with the Baltic
Sea on the west. Demographically,
over 2,000,000 people live in
Latvia, including an ethnic mixture
of approximately 55% native
Latvians, 35% Russian, and 10%
other. Its major religions historically
are in order of percentage of
adherents, Lutheran, Roman
Catholics and Orthodox. Politically,
Latvia gained its freedom from
Communist Soviet occupation in
1991.

BRTS was established in 1998
by Dr. Gerard Van Groningen as he
gave the seminary's first lectures.
With its establishment the seminary
became the first Reformed
seminary in Latvia and continues
under ITEM's governance and
support. ITEM has recruited
excellent theological professors
from the U. S. and abroad to teach.
ITEM began supplying professors
for six annual teaching sessions,
usually two weeks each, with videos
made of each. At present ITEM
supplies two professors annually
with  four of those students
designated for teaching duties to
assume proctoring the remaining
four courses annually.

Most BRTS students work
during the day and take the
seminary courses at night and are
engaged in preparing assignments
during the interim course periods.

Jalti
Sea

There are usually fifteen to twenty
students in attendance in each
course, students primarily from Latvia
and Lithuania; however BRTS has
also had students from Sweden.
BRTS is strategically positioned to
serve the entire Baltic area, Latvia,
Lithuania, Estonia, Finland, Sweden,
and Germany in God's providence.

On November 15, 2008, BRTS
celebrated its tenth anniversary, a
commemorative event to which
around 150 persons were drawn. It
was a profoundly grateful celebration
of God's care for the seminary while
drawing speakers from Ireland, Dr.
Gordon Campbell, Czech Republic,
Dr. Thomas Johnson, and the United
States. ITEM was represented by
President Dr. R. David Ludwick and
Dr. Joseph Hall.

Today there exist three Reformed
congregations in Riga, two primarily
Latvian and one small ethnic Russian,
all three pastored by men educated at
BRTS. There exists a very real need
for prayer that God will call more
young men in the Baltic area to
ministry and study at BRTS. Since
many Baltic countries joined the
European Union, numbers of young
persons are leaving Eastern Europe
for greener financial fields in Western
Europe. Join us in prayer that this
drain of potential students will not
curtail the spread of the Gospel
desperately needed in Eastern
Europe.

Dr. Joseph Hall,
January 2009

USA donations and correspondence:
P.O. Box 31456, St. Louis, MO 63131-
0456
Tel.+1.314.691.0169;
Fax:+1.314.909.7676
e-mail: Dr. Ludwick:
rdludwick@sbcglobal.net

internet: www.item.org

Canadian donations only:
c/o Action International Ministries
3015 A 21st St. NE Calgary T2E 7T1
Canada

R. David Ludwick, J.D., M.Div, President

Pemission is granted to reprint in whole or in part
provided, with the ‘brief statements” and applause,
the following credit is given: “Reprinted from
newsITEMs, a newsletter of Intemational
Theological Education Ministries, Inc., St. Louis,
MO’




KRBC - EFFECTIVELY

REACHING UKRAINE FOR
CHRIST
By Michael Galbreath, MBA,

ITEM Board of Directors

A few years ago, God led me to a
Bible study of Romans at Covenant
Presbyterian Church (PCA) in St
Louis taught by pastor George
Robertson. While 1 had been an
evangelistic Christian for fourteen
years (serving as a deacon, inner city
bus ministry captain, and Christian
school board member in an
independent Baptist church), it was
here that God revealed to me the
doctrines of his sovereign grace. Now,
as well as a burden for lost souls, |
have a desire to help Christ’s disciples
understand these biblical truths (such
as justification by faith and imputed
righteousness).

Early in 2008, | became a board
member of ITEM. In March, | traveled
to Kiev, Ukraine and visited Kiev
Regional Bible College (KRBC) with
Dr. Ludwick. We arrived at Kiev
International Airport and were greeted
by Vitaly Tkachuk (director of the
college) who drove us to the church
home of KRBC, Ilocated on the
outskirts of Kiev.

The church is an attractive modern
building, surrounded by dilapidated
houses and drab concrete Soviet-era
high-rise apartment buildings. Most of
the houses were self-built by their
owners immediately after W.W. Il and
many do not have running water. | am
impressed that people with little money
and material possessions contributed
so much of their income to build the
house of God.

Upon arrival to KRBC we met with
Vitaly Schulga, the Dean of the
College. He is a bright young man and
is a member of the first graduating
class of KRBC (May 2006). His office
is kept immaculate and contains an
800 volume library.

That evening we had a meeting
with Vitaly (College Director), Vitaly

(Dean), Mikhail Andrescho (Senior
Pastor/Chairman of the Board),
Nataliya Shulga (Register), Slava

Schulga (Administrator) and Yaroslav
Machinsky  (Professor of New
Testament). They are professional,
serious about teaching students, and
meticulous in handling their finances.

Three vital areas | found encouraging
were: the amount of teaching being
conducted at a low cost, the performance of
recent graduates, and the future plans of the
college. About thirty students were being
taught at approximately $20,000 per year. All
twenty-one of the first graduation class are
currently serving in ministry ful-ime (13
pastors and 8 teachers!). The college is
planting new churches in Vvillages
surrounding  Kiev, preparing teachers/
theologians to teach the Bible in public
schools, and holding conferences (four per
year) for missionaries.

While spending time with these
Ukrainian Christians we heard stories of
persecution during the Soviet rule. Yaroslav
served time in the Soviet military where it
became known that he was a Christian. A
government official told him “l will send you
where there is no God (Siberia).” To which
he responded “you can send me where
there are no churches; but, God is
everywhere.” He spent his entire military
tenure located in Siberia, which is desolate
with extremely cold temperatures!

The morning after the meeting, | woke
up early to take a walk in the neighborhood
surrounding the church. During this time, |
saw clearly how impoverished the people
were materially. | got a closer look at the
dilapidated houses on streets that looked like
alleys. | passed by a train stop and saw
people huddling for the arrival of an outdated
train. After walking a couple of blocks I
returned to the church.

In the afternoon, we met with students
including a young newlywed couple, Nazar
and Natasha, a young male (recent convert),
Sergei, and a forty-two year old former Soviet
Union prosecutor, Alexander. The young
married man Nazar is studying to be a pastor
and his wife is learning to teach children. The
recent convert Sergei was from a non-
Christian family and wants to start a ministry
to young people near a nightclub after
graduation. The former prosecutor Alexander
is learning more of God and is open to his
leading. | :

. Dilapidated streets and alleys near Kiev Regional Bible Co{legé:
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These students enthusiastically
expressed their appreciation for this college
that ITEM has helped establish. The young
couple said the school exceeded their
expectations and were learning much about
God through the teaching of the Bible. Sergei
expressed that he found it difficult to learn the
bible on his own and the classes at KRBC
were giving him a greater understanding of it.
Alexander was thriled to have a college
where he is being taught God’s holy Word.

God is advancing his Kingdom through
ITEM's ministry at KRBC. The students are
zealously gaining knowledge concerning the
whole counsel of God and using it to
pastor/teach others (Jesus said “If you love me
you will feed my sheep”). There is a demand
for the college, created by students coming
from local churches. Our Lords great
commission is faithfully being performed and
God is blessing this ministry.

Our visit at Kiev Regional Bible College
concluded with the students singing in
Ukrainian a hymn encouraging Christians to
pray for Ukraine. The students faithfully sing
this prayer at the beginning of each school
day. Wil you respond to their request to pray
for Ukraine? Will you pray for more laborers for
the harvest is few?

We don't know how long the opportunity
to minister in Ukraine will last. Russia could
invade anytime, closing the door to future
missionaries; thus ITEM. The KGB, though
under a different name now, is “alive and well’
with the perspective that foreign missionaries
are agents of foreign security agencies.

Will you help this ministry reach Ukrainian
people for Christ and make disciples by
sending $25, $50, $100 or more to
International Educational Theological
Ministries (ITEM) today? Your donation is a
cost effective way to make disciples in a nation
where Christians have been persecuted for
decades and may suffer again soon!

Will you answer your Ukrainian brothers
and sisters’ request for help!

Your finances are needed for this ministry
to continue and expand!

Michael Galbreath, January 2009
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How LONG, O LORD?

By Dr. R. David Ludwick, ITEM President

How long oh Lord?

When in the course of human events it
becomes necessary... These words were
penned at a time of change.

| believe that you will find that this is a
time of change throughout the world,
affecting not only Christians but all people.
From the elections in America to the
growing multitudes of Muslims outside of
the traditional countries even to change in
the status quo in the countries of the former
Soviet Union vis-a-vis the recent activities in
the country of Georgia. This last reference
hits close to home for ITEM as it is within
the purview of our present or future labors.

Since 1995, and more particularly,
since 1998 | have sought to answer, with
you, “How long Oh Lord?” Each time | have
concluded and so stated, it will not be long.
However, my conclusion was based in part
on fact and the prophetic aspect. It was also
based in the kind of opinion that was
formulated on the accumulation of facts,
impressions, and “tidbits” here and there...,
maybe even a little common sense, if you
will.

| am writing this article to you, to
express to you, a sense of empathy with
the people whom we serve. As you know
empathy deals with vivid understanding
and personalizing of the feelings/situations
of others to our own. We can feel empathy
in times of joy and of distress and the entire
gamut that runs between them. It is of these
things that this article is made.

We seek to educate shepherds to be
shepherds of their flocks. We also teach
academics to be shepherds of their flocks.
As you might guess, the academics require
more and different attention—this we have
attempted to give over the past 10-12 years
and it has produced fruitt We have
graduated 5 academic shepherds who will
(and some are) teaching as well as
nurturing their flock. Our other shepherd
requires much less of that type of attention
as he is seeking to learn the needs of his
sheep enough to meet them and protect
them.

It is no strange wonder to us that the
shepherd, who does not spend time with
his flocks, will not be known by them. And
so we pray for those shepherds who spend
periodic times with their sheep as those,
much different from the academic, know
their shepherd, his voice and his care for
them; personalized, if you will, in the training
and living out of the training, both

accomplish the purposes but both purpose
differently.

Shepherds hold a peculiar spot in
redemption history. While being one of the most
lowly and humble, they are also, most lofty and
high, from Adam, a shepherd, to Abraham, a
shepherd, to Isaac and Jacob, to David and
ultimately to Christ. All shepherds—and the first
told of the birth of Christ—shepherds in the field,
yes even before the wise men came; a special
place in “divinity” for both types of shepherds.
Each shepherd type and each shepherd, yes
even you and | must seek to avoid stereotypical
roles where they do not fit. We are, of course
their sheep and we are like them each,
respectively; we are His sheep and we all know
that sheep cannot be driven from behind, they
must be led. For when they know their
shepherd, they will follow His voice, and so He
answers, “Not long, persevere with Me,
because of Me” not long.

Dr. R. David Ludwick, January 2009

UNITING THREE THINGS

By Rev. Steve Jennings, ITEM Professor

My mind has been speeding along with
thoughts about a course that would unite three
things, being (1) based around the subject of
“Stewardship Leadership” in the lifestyle of
Christian leaders and pastors, while (2)
combining instruction and counsel about the
central role of preaching the Word (1 Cor. 2:1-
5), and in so doing (3) illustrating and reinforcing
the need to employ sound hermeneutical
principles as “servant of the Word” (Luke 1:2).

With regard to the subject of “Stewardship
Leadership” the organizing principle is ‘I am
among you as the one who serves” (Luke
22:24-27).

With a goal of making Christ central in all
passages of Scripture, the portrait of the Lord
Christ in John 13 is central to the instruction.
Jesus is the Servant King who washes the feet
of the disciples. In order to have the freedom
and power to serve, Jesus knew three things
that must be functional truths for us who are in
Christ:

The Father had given all things into His
hands, He had come from God, and He was
going back to God (13:3). This begins an
explanation of the central role of humility in the
life of a disciple. Humility is treated as a “mother
virtue of godiiness”. “Humility in Scripture does
not mean pretending to be worthless and
refusing positions of responsibility, but it is
understanding and remaining strong the place
God has divinely assigned to each one. It is not
being a doormat, but realizing the strength that
is inherent in the quality of meekness” (Mt. 5:5
and Ps. 37:11).

This begins a longer thematic study of the
quality of humility in the characters of Moses
and David, and the lack thereof in the life of
Saul. But it is especially brought out in the life of
Joseph, through whom we can always get back
to Christ. Joseph is the rejected brother, the
tempted brother, the forgotten brother and the
exalted brother. And in the study of his life the
theme of forgiveness is large, which brings the
doctrine of atonement to center stage
repeatedly.

All of this is really an explosion of what is
said in Proverbs, “Before honor is humility,” and
“God scoms the scomer, but gives grace to the
humble” which then is reinforced, being quoted
twice in the New Testament as the prerequisite
for receiving enabling grace in James 4:6 and 1
Peter 5:5.

As you can see, the interpretation of these
Bible narratives, most of which are coming from
the Old Testament, all have their natural
expression as the preacher preaches them (2
Tim. 4:1-5). The applications come across, not
only as lessons for our personal lives, but in the
dynamics of asking the questions, “How do you
preach these themes to those believing people
you care for as their shepherd?” And “How can
you preach the gospel from these stimulating
stories that God has given us, all of which are
Christ exalting?” The preacher is helped to
define his role according to Acts 6:4 one “given
to prayer and the ministry of the Word.”

My teaching style tends to be Socratic. |
encourage questons and answers and
practical, active interaction. | have found that
Eastern European and Ukrainian students
respond very well to an academic environment
that encourages well-moderated discussion. |
am comfortable having an outline that can be
flexible according to the student’s Spirit-given
stimulation. My goal as “a teacher of the law
who has been instructed about the kingdom of
heaven is to have a Biblical treasure chest well
stored with things both old and new” from which
to draw as the Holy Spirit provides opportunity
(Mt. 13:52). But | should add that the role of the
scribe is to become a proclaimer of the
unsearchable riches of Christ (Eph. 3:7-8) as
minister of the Gospel.

The convictions incorporated in the
thoughts expressed above are coming from 20
years experience in the Marine Corps and
another 20 plus years as a ruling and teaching
elder in Presbyterian churches. Acts 18:27 has
been a passage that has given vision to past
trips overseas.

People have asked through this year,
“When are you going back to teach?” | have
replied, “l hope soon. However, the school in
which | taught closed this year. (it really, |
believe, had fuffiled its purpose.) | need to wait
on the Lord and see if He opens another door

of opportunity.”

Rev. Steve Jennings, Januai 2009



