
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us and keep ITEM Missions in your prayers. Encourage your family, 

friends, and neighbors to learn more about ITEM missions and faithfully 

pray for the missionary teachers to Russia and former Soviet countries . 

Dear friends of missions, 

In Ukraine, Kiev Regional Bible College (KRBC) has as many 

students from Ukraine and Belarus as it can accommodate at 

this time. Pray for more funds and resources to reach more 

students with real truth from the Bible. Too many are misled 

by erroneous doctrines and false teaching. We need to help 

missionaries reach more for Jesus. Vitaly Tkachuk and Alister 

and Sarah Torrens are faithfully doing and teaching the Word 

of God there. Our thanks go to Stan Guy for his recent 

successful teaching trip. Other teachers are scheduled to go to 

teach there as well. 

  Work at Baltic Reformed Theological Seminary (BRTS) in Latvia is progressing under the capable leadership 
of Artis Celmins, Alvis Sauka and Ungars Gulbis. We can help them reach more students in Latvia, Lithuania, 
and Russia by increasing their funding resources. Pray for more assistance to work to bring Seminary 
leadership training for future churches. Praise the Lord for professor Larry Sibley and his teaching at BRTS 
covering ecclesiology.  
 
An exciting possibility for a new mission came as Ungars Gulbis was invited to teach at a church planters 
conference in St. Petersburg, Russia. Ungars opened his teaching by using Mark 4 as a basis for the fact that God 
does His work through His Word. This was a real eye-opening experience for many in attendance. The second part 
of his teaching was dedicated to Biblical theology and the fact that we must see the Scriptures finding fulfillment in 
the finished work of Christ and on Jesus as the main point of Scripture. The response of many was that they had 
never heard of the Christ-centered nature of the Scriptures. They had read a lot about ministry and their 
confidence had been more in methods than the Bible itself. There is great potential for future ministry and mission 
with these men and others like them. The Russian government is giving more and more exclusive political power 
to the Russian Orthodox Church and Russia will be closed for any kind of evangelical ministry. 
  
ITEM had an informative missions and ministry meeting in NW Iowa at Dordt College on October 1. Former ITEM 
missionary and teacher Rev. Rod Gorter and Rev. Roger Sparks, a teacher to Ukraine, presented an enthusiastic 
program to attendees from Iowa, Minnesota, and South Dakota. Several of the pastors attending said that they 
would go as teachers for ITEM. New interest and new outreach was generated at and from the meeting. 
  
Continue to join the international calls for prayer for ITEM. October is a call to prayer. Biblical prayer is the 
basis of what we do, please join us. 
  
Virgil Tinklenberg,  
Executive Director, ITEM 
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Vitaliy Shulga  
Vitaliy has a high secular education and after 
graduation of Kiev Regional Bible College he was 
elected as Academic Dean of Kiev Regional Bible 
College by recommendation of the faculty. He is a 
dependable and trustworthy leader. 
 
Dmitriy Ribalko  
During his studies at Kieve Regional Bible College 
Dmitriy had a goal a missionary. After the graduation 
he and his family moved to Chapaevka, a small village 
near Kiev, where he was appointed as a deacon but 
really serves as a pastor. His wife organized a Sunday 
school and helps her husband in his ministry. 
 
Vladimir Valchenko  
Vladimir has a similar story. He moved to Kalinovka, 
a village on the opposite side of Kiev, where he 
servers in a small church along with his family.  
 
Nikanor Nikanorovich Prisyazhnyuk  
Nikanor Nikanorovich is a cardiologist in a private 
clinic. Christian education allows him to share the 
Bible with his clients more effectively. He also 
preaches in a local church in Vishnev. 
 
Alexey Sharava 

Alexey is a former boxer. After the graduation he 
headed a sport club for youths called Ȱ!wÁÎÁȱ ÉÎ Á 
local church in Vishnev. Along with local missionary 
group he visits military units and prisons in near Kiev 
where they plan to build new churches. 
 
Svetlana Piskunova 
Svetlana was an A student. She lives in a town of 
Brovary. In her church she plans seminars for Sunday 
school teachers and in this way she shares the 
knowledge and experience received at Kiev Regional 
Bible College. 
 
Irina Golikova  
Irina is a graduate of musical department. Now she 
continues to study in Kievo-Mogilyaskay Academy. 
She sees her future ministry as a teacher of music in 
a theological college or seminary. 
 
Vasiliy Kozachenko 
Vasiliy was a distant learning student from 
Zhitomirkya region. He is a graduate of Musical 
department. After the graduation he organized 
string and brass-swing orchestras in his church 
and involved many young people to serve the 
Lord. 
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