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Numerous models have been tried and tested, but in most instances they

have returned to a broad proclamation of the Word. | T E Midigue
approach to theology and education gave it opportunity to be one of

the first to provide Reformed theological education to the pastors,
teachers, and lay leaders of the countries of the former Soviet Bloc. We
are attempting to redouble our efforts to equip those who are not
Reformed with Reformed theological teaching. ITEM is committed to
provid ing structured and effective biblical training through solid
theological programs. |

As we function in countries formally communistic, and now nationalistic,

we find more and more that our model not only works but that it is efficient

and successful in equipping reliable national leade rs in sound Biblical
doctrine today and for generations to come.

Dr. R. David Ludwick, ITEM President

IN FORMERCOMMUNISTCOUNTRIES
WHAT DO YOUCALL A MAWHO
KNOWS WHERE GENESAND
EXODUS ARE IN THEBBE?

A PASTOR

0The professors that I . T. E. M. Ga et dos
follow trends and cultural fancies but to abide in the Word. The widely
accepted character of |l . T. E. M. 6s re

emerging church leaders that it all comes from and goes back to the
Doctrine of the Word. That comforts m e as an occasional instructor. |
dondt have to hit a home run every ti
in the context of playing small ball, knowing that the blessing of the team

is greater than any one of its players. As long as I.T.E.M. continues to insist
on classes grounded in the Word and solid exegesis on the part of those

sent to teach, we are all part of a bigger program to encourage the re -
emerging European Church to abide in the Word. That is a pretty
significant niche that God has given to I. T.E.M. and its supporters. The
ministry of I.T.E.M. fills a void in the emerging church of Eastern Europe.
With the ministry of I.T.E.M. what blessing the Lord of the Church continues

to pour out! You and | get the pleasure of being a vessel from which God

pours the truth of His Word. What prayers and gifts might the Lord be
prompting from us so that I.T.E.M. can continue to plant the historic

Ref ormed standard in other church | ea

Rev. Perry Tinklenberg, ITEM Board Member/Prof essor, New Hope Christian Reformed Church



ITEM MINISTRY FIELDS

I.T.E.M.
Central Europe Eastern Europe
~ N
Christ for Latvia Christ for Lithuania Christ for Ukraine
~ 1
Christ for Poland Christ for Romania

| TEM6s purpose and philosophy of mi ni st effgctives p
evangelism, discipleship and church planting occur not by exporting American
institutions and methods, but by equipping national believers with the biblical tools to do

the work of ministry in their own cultural context. Not only do we believe th is to be a
biblical model for missions, we believe it is a particularly strategic model. We further

affirm the importance the Bible places on the teaching office of pastors in equipping

these national believers (Ephesians 4:11 -15, Romans 10:12-15). Therefore, ITEM works in a
support role with national churches in the establishment and operation of programs to

provide pastoral training. By sending professors, financial resources and
resource/reference materials, ITEM can train many pastors whose ministry and influence
will far exceed that of transplanted westerners.
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International Theological Education Ministries,

Inc. (ITEM) began in 1991 as Christ for Russia,
I T E M S T O R Y Inc., the result of an influx of requests to the

—x Back to God Hour radio broadcast for

k advanced training. Because such requests
were beyond the scope of the Back to God
Hour ds ministry, Dr . Jo
the need with Rev. Nick Vogelzang of Denver,
Colorado. Rev. Vogelzang organized a local
board and began researching and raising
funds. In the beginning, Christ for Russia
supported a tiny effort in west  ern Ukraine and
supported the work of an itinerant lecturer
between Moscow and St. Petersburg.

'

Shortly, a partnership began with the regional
Evangelical Union in Donetsk, Ukraine, and
Christ for Russia undertook the support of a
new training center, the Donetsk Regional
Bible  School, then Donetsk Regional
Theological College and now Eastern
Ukrainian Theological Seminary. As the work of
Christ for Russia became known on a  wider

scale, more and more requests for assistance came in from various places across the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS) and Central Europe. In 1995, due to ill health and the need to advance the ever -
expanding ministry, Rev. Vogelzang turned over the presidency of Christ for Russia to Dr. Gerard Van Groningen. A
seminary professor and past president of Trinity Chri st
ministry included 14 years of missionary service in Australia with a focus on church planting and pastoral training. | n

1997, Dr. Van Groningen fuffilled histwo -y ear commi t ment to Christ for Russi
status.

Al so in 1995, the board hired Dr. R. David Ludwi cltmethe b
board expanded to achieve representation from a number of denominations, and the headquarters moved to St.

Louis. The board enacted some additional administrative changes in 1997 and named Dr. Ludwick president

effective January, 1998. In April 1999, Andre V. Bouravnev (M. Div.), then a Russian student at Covenant Theological
Seminary, joined staff responsible for translation work, media, and publications. The ministry also employs a
bookkeeper and an Administrative Assistant Rebekah Hagar on ap art time basis.

Effective June 1, 1998, in order to organize and promote the ministry more clearly and efficiently, Christ for Russia
began to do ministry as I nternational Theol ogical Educa
various countries.

Since 1995, the Donetsk Regional Bible School has grown and graduated its first class of pastors and church planters.

A new building has been built in Makeyevka, Ukraine. The school has been accredited, having completed the
government al registration process as the Donetsk Regional Theological College and Eastern Ukrainian Theological
Seminary. The Donetsk school began full time classes in the fall of 1998.

Odessa Si nce 1995, , drettEandcslateralo r, kas expanded to include: Presbyterian Seminary, Odessa,
Ukraine. This new seminary serves the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ukraine, an emerging denomination in
southern Ukraine that has grown out of the follow -up to the ministry of CoMission. In January 1998, ITEM sent Rev. Rod
Gorter, a minister of the Christian Reformed Church, and his family to Odessa where Rev. Gorter served full time as a
professor in the new seminary and | TEMds field represen
another ITEM missionary has steppe dinto servein and from Ukraine: Alister Torrens.

Since 2004, ITEM has been working with several more schools and budding Reformed beginnings in Poland, Lithuania
and Ukraine. And the work goes on as new opportunities open and works in progress mature.
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KEEP THE FIRES BUWRMNI

1. Rapid growth in  Lithuania and Latvia

New Masters Degree Program serving both countries
through B altic Reformed Theological Seminary

(Latvia ) and V ilnius Pedagogical Institute  (Lithuania )
and ITEM, the catalyst and glue !

Sponsor a student for $300.00 per month or a class of
15 students for $4,500 per month !

2. More rapid growth (after a lull ) also now being
seen in Ukraine .

Sponsor a student for $100.00 per month or a class of
15 students for $1,500.00 per month.

3. Keep the fires burning with Homiletics conferences . One has already
commenced in Vishnev, Ukraine.  Others soon to be scheduled !
(teaching/preaching for one week at a time in 4 locations will be considered:
2 in Ukraine, 2 to be decided )

Sponsor one or more conference s serving 50 students for $75.00 each.

Theological education is the safest
investment that you can make.

It withstands Roman armies, World Wars,
Communism and dictatorships , and

it can be passed on from generation to
generation .

You may share with us in the preparation
of His Bride, the Church .

(If you are already a supporter of  I.T.E.M.,
please consider a special gift to one or
more of the projects listed above )

Luke 2éo6yeah a
Luke 24é6veah and
<Q



CHRIST FOR LATVIA

A Brief History

On the wall of the Reformers Church in Riga, Latvia, there is a list

of pastors, starting in 1722 and ending in 1952. For 230 years
there was what appears to be a Reformed congregation
worshiping in the building, until the Soviets decided it would
make a good recording studio. Apparently that was also the

end of the congregation. No trace of it existed in 1991, when
Latvia emerged from the ashes of the Soviet Empire, regained

its independence and began to recover its culture, rebuild its
society and renovate its infrastructure.

Baltic Reformed Theological Seminary (BRTS), which at this
point functions as five lectureships a year locally organized
by a board containing the pastors of the three congregations and ruling elders and supported by International
Theological Educational Ministries, Inc. Westminster graduate Gerard Van Groningen ('55) gave the first lectures in
September 1998 in Biblical The ology and was the organizing genius behind the subsequent mix of topics and
lecturers.

At this stage of the life of the evangelical church in Latvia, the topic of worship/liturgy is a crucial one. Although

there are strong Lutheran, Baptist, Catholic and Orthodox traditions in the country, the group of churches being
served by BRTS is largely the result of Western European and American missionary work since independence ( since
1991). Vineyard worship and other contemporary evangelical approaches are popul ar. In this setting it is crucial to
present a distinctively Calvinistic/Reformed view of worship and teaching, laying a foundation of biblical -
theological, confessional, historical and pastoral content, that will help them evaluate their practice and

strengthen their service to the Lord.

The study program at BRTS is built according to the Seminary values and aim. The main emphasis is on the Bible
exegesis, which is supported by different practical subjects. Each seminary student gains deep understanding
about Scripture, defense of faith, issues of systematic and practical theology, as well as history of the Christian
church. Right now BRTS offers 3 -year evening program, the equivalent of a Master of Arts Theological studies
degree. One course is 5 -10 days long. The intensity of studies is once a month. During the rest of the time students
are doing their reading assignments and write their essays or reviews.

BRTS Values
Baltic Reformed Theological Seminary is based on the following
values:
A Only the Triune God the Fat he
worth to receive all the glory and praise. Therefore every
human activity has to be done for this end.
A The Holy Scripture is the ver
been handed down through the centuries and is the only
authority in every matter.
A The ced theReformed faith and teaching is found in
the Westminster Standards (Confession and Cathechisms) as
well as the Heidelberg Cathechism. These formulations of faith
are based on the Bible. The board of the BRTS and all of the
professors hold to these formulations of the Reformed faith.
A The Great Commi ssion for the
di sciples i n al | t he nati ons¢
Seminary trains and equips pastors and leaders to understand
the surrounding culture and are zealous t o apply the truth of
Godds word to change peopl eds h
A There is only one body of Ch
all the believers have to be  united with one another and be
faithful in the proclamation of the Gospel
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Library

BRTS owns a small but growing library where the students
can find all the most important works of the Reformed
theologians and authors. Students and laymen are able to
come and study the Bib le commentaries and Bible
references. The list of the books and video archives is
available at BRTS website: www.brts.edu.lv

Students

Usual attendance at the lectures is about 20 students each
evening. Of them about five are taking the courses to earn

the certificate; the others are auditors. They are a fine
group, sharp and asking very good questions. They come
from a variety of congregations, but the largest numbers

are from the three Reformed congregations. Several of the
students are involved in leadi ng worship in their
congregations. Most of the students are conversant in

English. In fact the quality of students and their diverse backgrounds are quite impressive. Presently, everyone has

at least a Bachelor's degree, and are mostly white -collar folks in the IT industry, business, architecture, law, etc.
There are also several full time religious  workers and missionaries from different denominations (a number of Baptist
missionaries, a staff member from Campus Crusade for Christ, a representative from an Evangelical Publishing
House and ministry staff from several Evangelical and Lutheran churches ).

The seminary is strengthening the budding Reformed churches in Riga (three and growing), as well as ministering to

the broader Evangelical community. Approximately 50% of the students are members of one of the three
Reformed Churches there. The three ¢ hurches (led by Alvis Sauka, Ungars Gulbis and Dainis Smits) seem to be
doing very well (attendance of 150+ at each church). The third church, a new plant, has a solid core of five

families and hopes to move beyond a Bible study format very soon (they are currently meeting in the seminary
facility on Sundays). There is a great deal of harmony and cooperation among the Reformed Churches in the

area. All three pastors are part of the Baltic Reformed Theological Seminary Board. The seminary has noteworthy

indi genous leadership, with a good spirit of cooperation.

Seminary Staff
Artis Celmins has been fulfilling duties of seminary administrator. Martins Martinsons is BRTS Academic

Assistant, working in the day -to-day operations of the seminary, and markets the seminary to students and
prospective students. Artis, an IT professional, is helping to bring the seminary to the next level. He is an elder

in the local Reformed Church and would like to teach Reformed theology some day. ITEM President Dr. R.
David Ludwick and the Seminary Board agree that this move is in the best interest of future growth of the

work in Riga.

Physical Facilities

The seminary is located near the Latvia State University
complex. Classes are held in a conference room, which se ats
approximately 25, and there is a library/lounge across the
hallway. There is also a two -room apartment for visiting lecturers

in the same building. The facilities are very nice -- the
conference room is well lit, with adequate seating and tables,

and a water cooler and refreshment area. The BRTS office,
across the hall, also contains a library corner. The expanding
library contains hundreds of volumes of solid Reformed books --
from Systematics (Berkhof, Vos, etc.) to Biblical studies to the
videotapes of all previous lecturers (each lecture is being
videotaped). The collection is already substantial and
comprehensive. The seminary now has a library comparable to

the average North American Reformed minister's personal
library.
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The new facilities are fine. The conference room has adequate
space for this group. It has been recently renovated, in a well -
built building from the 20s/30s. A marker board and overhead
projector are available - any professor wo uld appreciate that.

The apartment in the twin building is clean, well lighted, and
newly renovated. Everything works (making breakfast/snacks is
easy), it's quiet for study and revising lecture material, and the

tram is right out front for going to the Center (great Latvian
cafeteria/smorgasbord called the Lido for eating, a good
bookstore, an internet café for logging on, the museums and

Old City, etc.). 60Ls (not quite $100 US) is more than adequate

for a week's food/eating out, tram fares and other ex penses. A
small, but quite adequate western  -style supermarket is only one
tram stop away, or an easy walk.

The City of Riga

Riga is a resilient city, whose economy is being slowly but steadily rebuilt. It is a pivotal city in the Baltic region with
close proximity to Russia (a substantial percentage of the Riga population is of Russian ethnicity and language). It is
the opinion of some that Riga is the most ideally situated city in the region especially regarding the spreading of
the Reformed faith. In the area in which ITEM works Riga appears to be very cosmopolitan, well educated, and
young, and it is, by God's grace, home to three new Reformed churches who are aiming to impact the whole
Baltic region with the Gospel and the Reformed faith. Also, the quality of instruction at the seminary has attracted
the broader Evangelical community.

Today Riga is a vibrant city of 750,000 and the Reformed faith is being practiced in three new congregations with

a vision to plant many more. One of those churches worships in the Reformers Church building, courtesy of the
Lutheran owners. You might say that a new Reformed sapling is being pla nted in the stump of the old church. The
pastor, Alvis Sauka, has mentored two others, Ungars Gulbis and Dainis Smits, who pastor the other two
congregations. They are seeking to extend their network to several other congregations who are leaning in a
Reformed direction. This larger group is studying the Westminster Confession of Faith, recently translated into
Latvian, to see if they can come to consensus around it as a summary of biblical truth as they understand it
together.

Strategic Times
This is a grategic time in the life of these churches. They are young, vigorous and growing, the result of God's recent
work of grace in the city of Riga. They are eager for contact with Reformed churches in other parts of the world.

The lectures held five times a year have had tremendous impact in helping them to think biblically and
theologically; and how to understand and apply the Reformed Faith as their churches mature. The contribution

ITEM is making is tremendous. The material that has been covered in the las t three years is extensive and
foundational, largely in the areas of systematic theology and biblical studies. Church history, apologetics and

pastoral theology will be covered in similar breadth and depth in coming years. Someday, of course, BRTS will be

more formally organized, granting degrees, etc. The current format is ideal for the situation. Truth is being taught

and absorbed; the Church is being fed.

The worldwide Reformed church needs to come alongside these brothers and those in other ITEM locat ions, such
as in Ukraine and Siberia and wherever else there might be an opportunity to encourage and help. Pastors
attending the schools have specifically requested that we find ecclesiastical fellowship for them and their

churches. They are interested in  effective fellowship, whether informal or formal. American churches are invited to
participate with and through ITEM in the building up of the Kingdom of God at this critical point in time.

Thanks be to God, who has formed this part of His church to glorify and enjoy Him in this time and place, and who
has guided them in partnership with ITEM along a sound path. May He give them continued growth and maturity,

and the active engagement of the rest of His Church to sustain and encourage them in His miss ion work through
ITEM.

Pageg



CHRIST FOR LITHUA

Lithuania: Present and Future

Lithuania, though independent from the former Soviet Union for
almost 15 years, still shows the effects of living under communist
occupation. Depression and alcoholism affect almost every
family, and Lithuania has one of the highest suicide rates in the
world, leading the world in suicides of children under the age of
18. Poverty ravishes m ost people, so that many have to choose
each month between eating and paying bills. Hopelessness
consumes the culture, and more people die or flee the country
each year than are born, so that the Lithuanian population
steadily decreases.

Algimantas Kvedar avicius, one of the Lithuanian pastors,
earnestly longs to see Bible colleges in Lithuania where people
can be trained to be pastors, elders, teachers, and leaders of God's community. The primary school would be

located in Vilnius, the capital city o f Lithuania, with satellite schools located in Birzai and Kaunas. Currently, the
church is working with Vilnius Pedagogical University to develop a program that would facilitate students of the
planned Bible College to receive a state -accredited degree.

Contacts in Lithuania

Rev. Algimantas Kvedaravicius is a pastor of the Evangelical Reformed Church of Lithuania (ERCL). He has worked
for the Reformed church in Lithuania since 1993, and was ordained as a full time minister in 1995. Prior to his
ordination, he worked as a physicist from 1960 until 1993. He has a wife, Zita, and three children: Vytautas, 14, Vaiva,
12, and Laima, 5.

The Evangelical Reformed Church of Lithuania is in the rapidly growing but still early stages of planning the Reformed

Bible Co llege in Lithuania. This college will function primarily for the training and equipping of teaching and ruling

elders and lay teachers and leaders of Reformed congregations. A program is being currently developed with

Vilnius Pedagogical University through  which it will be possible to offer state accredited master's degrees to the
students of this Reformed Bible College. In addition, Vilnius University will offer courses in financial management,
church law, and similar classes. This program will be able to share ITEM professor pool at the Baltic Reformed
Theological Seminary in Riga, Latvia.

ITEM provides a professor pool from the US, England, Riga, and elsewhere, where available, to teach biblical and
systematic theology, as well as other necessary classes to prepare Lithuanian students for their future work for God's
kingdom.

Currently, ERCL is working with ITEM to secure a Scholar in Residence
and professor, developing a concrete and detailed plan and
mission statement for the Bible College, including th € hecessary
details of the curriculum, schedule, etc.

The Evangelical Reformed Church of Lithuania has many needs.
Above everything, they yearn for godly leaders to be pastors, elders,
and teachers to help feed and shepherd the spiritually starving
people . At present, ERCL has 14 congregations (9 of them are
currently inactive) served by only two ordained ministers, and a total
budget of approximately $1500.

Though they have three other men who help with teaching and
leading services, these men are not able to preach or administer the
sacraments. Therefore, the other pastor and Rev. Kvedaravicius must
travel extensively in order to serve all of these congregat ions.
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Because of such travel demands, the ability to administer the school, answer
correspondence, prepare lectures and communicate by email, etc. is difficult.
Modern technological advances, such as laptop computers, because of the
matter of cost, are practical  ly impossible to obtain.

The cost of travel is expensive due to high gas prices (even higher than in US).
Several of church buildings are in poor condition and in desperate need of

repair. They need construction materials and workers for these projects, but
have no funds. Also, as the school project is in development, it would be of

great academic benefit and cost efficient to be able to videotape lectures for

future class use and then be expanded into other cities, even other countries,

one of which is B elarus. Lithuania is uniquely positioned in relation to Belarus in
spite its political situation and opp
with that country's governmental officials. Please pray for Lithuanian
congregations and pastors and teacher s, for the new Reformed Bible College
as they pray for you, for ITEM and for the professors who come to teach.

= Meet Rev. Algimantas

Rev. Algimantas Kvedaravicius is a pastor and President of Synod Collegium, Evangelical Reformed Church of
Lithuania, Ba ltic Reformed Theological Seminary Board member. Rev. Kvedaravicius obtained various degrees,
including a degree and post graduate work in microelectronics and solid state technology. In 1995 -1997 he attended
John Knox Theological College (Australia) and i n200262005 University of KIlaipAda,
Theology. From 2003 he has been attending the degree program offered by Baltic States Reformed Seminary supplied

by I TEM professors and resources. 0 bhadnlylopeifos fatmeohthe Refédrmed h e
Church of Lithuania: the Soviet times have left us with only two pastors in fourteen parishes throughout Lithuania.
Training of pastors is our foremost need. ¢

oln the Soviet period t hermeédrctauichin Lithganisowas efiminated.d ibesal trairfing drought R
to us in the 19906s has had a devastating effect on the
coherent with the historical teaching of our church. Our synod has made a decision that BRTS training is the only way
to prepare pastors for ordination and a prerequisite for

New Program at Vilnius Pedagogical

In December of 2007 the Evangelical Reformed Church of Lithuania invited ITEM President, Dr. R. David Ludwi ck to
attend the special anniversary events of the celebration of the Synodical meeting, which took place in Vilnius,

Lithuania. That was also the occasion to celebrate the commencement of the Masters Degree Program (education in

Reformed Theology). This f all five classes will be offered toward the commencement of this degree, which will be

housed at Vilnius Pedagogical University. The first student has successfully started our new Master of Education in
Evangelical Theology program at the university, which is a cooperative agreement between the Vilnius Pedagogical
University and Baltic Reformed Theological Seminary. The first student with others soon to follow another first by ITEM!

Cooperating with BRTS

Students from Lithuania eagerly desire to study biblical theology and
while working out the details of the program in Lithuania, some of the
Lithuanian Christians have already started taking classes at the Baltic
Reformed Theological Seminary supported by ITEM with finds and
professors.

Coun try-wide Recognition

Local Reformed groups such as Evangelical Reformed Church in
Lithuania are recognized among nine traditional religious denominations

with rights to establish recognized theological schools and seminaries. In
cooperation ITEM, they seek to establish a Reformed seminary fully
accredited by the European Union to produce graduates with Masters

and Certificate of Theology degrees. This is unique for Lithuania, since in
other Baltic states and in other countries of the European Union such
deg rees are not currently recognized. ITEM is using this opportunity to
establish a Reformed seminary of high caliber there which will produce
Master's degree graduates and future Christian leaders.
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CHRIST FOR POLAND

Overview

In Warsaw we have growth  and the depth of knowledge as the country moves
from Communist government and economy to that of democratic and
capitalistic. The students here, unlike in Riga, tend to be more entrepreneurial
and interested in the educat i osfordcademice c
advancement, should they choose to do so at a later date. The academic and
practical exist here in Warsaw and to a larger extent in the other works, one
main factor being that those who have been serving as pastors in the local
churches most often do not have time for the pursuit of an academic degree,
BUT see the true need for the training ITEM offers in the wholesome
administration and shepherding of their flocks.

A New Program in Poland Now in Development

ITEM obtained valuable informati  on regarding the efforts of the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church in England and Wales directed at securing advanced
Reformed Theological Education in Poland. For that reason ITEM president Dr. Ludwick met with Rev. Dr. Peter J. Na ylor,
pastor of the Llandaff Presbyterian Church, Cardiff, Wales. Dr. Naylor has earmned a Ph.D. from Oxford and frequently

travels to attend and give conferences on Reformed Theological Education. He has had direct influence on the men,

needs, and activiti es in three Polish cities, namely Wroclaw, Poznan and Warsaw, and gave invaluable insight
regarding the method by which credibility could be most efficiently and expeditiously accomplished.

The desire among Polish Christians is so great that students come from Poland to study in the Reformed program in
Cardiff, even though that is costly for most who wish to learn Reformed theology. This need sets off a strong appeal for

a program of theological education on Polish ground. Hence, communications were establ ished via the Welsh work
with the Polish works. These events led to investigations into Wroclaw and Warsaw to assess the situation first hand. We
also made contacts with a group of Reformed Christian leaders of Poznan). This introduction to the works in Po land

was invaluable.

Here is a brief sketch of our investigation:

- Poznan.

The city has a base of approximately ten to twelve students gathered around a literate, well -instructed Reformed
leadership core who are desirous of both informal and formal instruction for the purpose of growing existing
congregations and  planting new Ref ormed churches. This is a new work and will begin with the most basic of subjects

and methodologies. Funds needed include round trip tickets and local transportation, accommodations, meals o}
approximately $2,500 -3,000 per term. Translators are provided loc  ally.

- Wroclaw.

Similarly to Poznan, it has a base of fiteen to twenty students around a core of well -educated Reformed leaders eager to
establish Reformed school for the purpose of educating the existing churches and starting new ones. This is also a n ew

work in need of basic course teaching and curriculum development. Funds needed include round trip tickets and local
transportation, accommodations, meals 0 approximately $2,500 -3,000 per term. Translators are provided locally.

- Warsaw.

In the same way , the capital city numbers fifteen to twenty five students of various
backgrounds, occupations and calls, ready to learn and gathered around a solid core

of Christian leaders with a vision of founding a Reformed school in the heart of Poland,
with a mind t oward church planting. Translators are provided locally. Funds needed

include round trip tickets and local transportation, accommodations, meals o}
approximately $2,500 -3,000 per term., which translates into $6.25 per student per
classroomhour! Tulyaninvest ment in tomorrowse

Undertakings

Dr. Ludwick and Rev. Scott Churnock (pastor of Christ Presbyterian

Church, St. Louis, MO and ITEM professor) traveled to Poland to meet with the
representatives of three Reformed groups from the cities of Warsaw, Poznan and
Wroclaw. This field trip was spurred by Rev . Dr. Peter Naylor
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whose presbytery has interests in the establishment and perpetuation
of Reformed Theological Education of pastors, teachers, and lay
leaders there dthe type ITEM supplies.

The Evangelical Reformed Church in Wroclaw is  vastly outnumbered
by the Roman Cat holics, Arminians, and Lutherans. The church in
Wroclaw started in 1996 as a mission of a Baptist church in that city. It

was originally an undertaking of the principal at the Bible Theological
Seminary in Wroclaw. Interestingly enough, it was entrusted to aco -
worker who happened to be a Calvinist/\Van Tilian, who began to
influence the student body accordingly. Challenged by the new
thinking and pursuing Reformed principles, the church left Arminian
teachings and became the Evangelical Reformed Church in
Wroclaw. Assistance in the form of theological education and
access to the UK schools came t
Presbyterian Church in Cardiff, Wales. The Evangelical Reformed
Church in Wroclaw now serves a number of students and the
movementis spreading from Wroclaw to Poznan and Warsaw! These

churches have organized conferences, Christian é.
summer camps, and Reformation Day meetings. They al so pl
are seeking to publ i sRe,(f oirmeBdolFiash,h, Boé&/tatnnelridsHso6 oWhy | B
Ref ormed Faith?déd and Calvinés O0Truth for AlIIl Times. o6
Two years ago the churches started an institute e mitisaBibed
school for church leaders and members. However, the lectures occur only a few times per year on weekends. The
work hopes to establish itself as the nucleus of a Reformed Bible college d enter ITEM in Poland!

Theological Literature and Its Application

While in Poland, Scott and | observed that, there is considerably more theological literature published in Polish than we
anticipated encountering. As a consequence the establishment and addition to libraries is more of a possibility than
less. As several round -table discussions showed us, their familiarity of the leadership with American Reformed authors
and titles was actually surprising, and not only that, but, they spoke in terms which those authors and books conveyed,
portrayed, or caricatured  d only the fr uit of laborious efforts produce such a result!

One other interesting observation deserves mentioning. The leadership in Wroclaw, Warsaw and Poznan are not only
intellectually acute, but theologically well read and articulate. Most read English. They know what Reformed theology

is and who they are as a  church --they do not wish to be made something other than exactly what they are pursuing
through Christ work: to have Reformed churches

established and taught by Reformed pastors at the most competent level attainable. They are also interested in the

merit s of home -schooling and in the feasibility of doing so in the non -Biblical culture: the goal being that a Christian
world and life theology be taught for the next generation. By the way, in true Reformed fashion, one full Sunday
afternoon per month (from | unch to six in the evening) parents and children of half a dozen families alike were
catechized by the pastor or an elder.

Conclusions
All three cities are worthy beginnings of worthy works. They have
been reasonably well thought through and each has resp onded

to the education strategy presented both substantively and
structurally. Reformed Theology has a great potential to go forth in
these cities through various activities including street evangelism

and church planting, summer camps, daycare, Sunday Sch ool
curriculum (adult and children), etc. The believers we met were
eager and appreciative, warm and gracious. The doors of
opportunity are wide open and t
What more could we ask? What more do we need?
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CHRIST FOR ROMANI

A Fledgling in the Arena of Theological Education

Several years ago Maranatha Bible College of Campina, Romania
was but a fledgling in the arena of t  heological education. However,
through the labors of committed Christians and the challenge of \" f‘ F m-
translating the lectures of the professors sent by International ‘ .}
Theological Education Ministries and/or the Kirk of the Hills, St. Louis, TR
the work began to grow ol

Established Schools Seek Cooperation

Following our philosophy of ministry summarized in the Great
Commission, ITEM is always attentive and receptive to pleas for help

in establishing institutions of theological training and assisting with
resources and professors. For this reason Christ for Romania ministry
field has been established a while back to render assistance to one
theol ogical school. And now there has beosterr anot her schoo

Maranatha Bible College (Campina)

Maranatha Bible College (MBC) was founded by Rev. lon Vasile, pastor of Maranatha Baptist Church, Campina,

Romania. MBC is located in the most populous region of Romania and least penetrated by the gospel. Its pur pose isto
train pastors, church planters and lay leaders for evangelism and church planting. In fact, Rev. lon and two of the

students of the Bible College have started three mission churches. They are viable and growing. Rev. lon desires to

make MBC the major theological training institution for that area, as he himself is finishing a Masters program in Vienna

for course work.

His entire family is involved in the operation and administration of the college. Andre, the eldest son, does the work of
translation, transportation of professors, reviews business documents, and other administrative work. Andre is
completing his Bachelor's degree in English and Business with a desire to begin a business translating theological
materials and books. Daniel is comple ting his final year of college and helps with transportation, caring for the
professorsd needs, and other necessary detail s. l oana i
administrator, bookkeeper, office manager and correspondence secretary.

While the academic level of the student body is probably comparable to a first year Bible College level, they are very
attentive, receptive and involved with the material being presented. The college is not yet distinctively Reformed in its
the ological position, but the students were very receptive to the issues of Reformed Theology being presented. They
are drawn from many churches in the Campina area. Some of them travel up to 25 kilometers to attend class. Local
transportation costs are provi  ded by the college for the students living outside Campina.

The attendance at MBC averages approximately 23 students during

each night of the session. They range in age from late teens to

mi ddl e 608s. Some of the studentss

Some attend classes just for the training. Others desire the

qualifications to be pastors and teachers. The student body is evenly

divided between male and female students. All of the students either

attend school or work in addition to their studies at MBC. This

indicates a high level of commitment on their part and a strong

desire for further training. Two of the newest students are somewhat

resistant to the doctrines of Reformed Theology, while virtually all

those who have been in the program for a ye ar or more see its

- Biblical bases and are very receptive and have an obvious grasp of
“'the material they have been taugh

material and are prepared to answer questions from the previous

lessons. While they are not dialogicall y conversant with covenant

theological teaching or  specific terminology, they are covenantally

based and only require specific instruction  so that they may be able

to defend their faith.
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The professors are housed in the lons home. It is a comfortable
three -story house on the edge of Campina. It is in a very quiet
and picturesque area. Pastor
caring hostess. She makes you feel part of the family and not a
guest. The professors have a private bedroom and bath on the
mai n level of the house adjacent to the office/study. Computer

wife provides three meals daily and professors eat with the family
members. Since classes meet in the evenings, the days are fre
for the professors to study, read, prepare lectures, tour the area, or
work with the family. The entire family is very gracious and
accommodating, and they are grateful for the sacrifices the
professors make to teach at MBC.

The school is tailored to me et the schedule of working students
and lay leaders. For this reason it meets in the evening from 4:00 to
7:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. The college meets in the
facilities of Maranatha Bible Church. The pews are movable
benches which are rearranged to accommodate tables set up
for desk areas.

This arrangement makes it impossible for the church to be used for other activities during the days the college meets.

Rev. lon has a plan for expanding an existing garage area to accommaodate the college classes a nd also to provide
additional meeting space for the church. The cost of the project is estimated at about $2000. The churches in the area

can raise about $500 of this amount with the rest needing to come from outside sources. This expansion will be done by

simply extending the end wall of the building by 3 to 4 meters. This will provide classroom with an area suitable for up

t050 students. Costs continue to remain low for the 2 week term and are o0a big bang

A Brief History
IntheFallof 1998, pastor Vasile |l on on ministering in Campina,
both the school and the college stand today as a work of God. In the midst of overcoming the vicissitudes and

obstacles placed in its path by those forces, powers and principalities would slow the work of those who teach the
biblical doctrines of Reformed theology. And in some places they have not yet even been heard or presented. Yet

pastor lon has seen first -hand the power of God to accomplish His work. It was the work of the Holy Spirit, which gave
him the opportunity to receive a seminary education in the first place. In 1987 during the days before the 1989
revolution that swept the oppressive Ceausescu regime from power, only three students per y ear were allowed to
enroll in the Baptist Institute in Bucharest. This was then the country's only accredited
seminary, established in the pre -Communist times. That in itself was a
demonstration of God's power but it added to the suffering for his faith t 0 which
pastor lon had become accustomed. As a result of his decision to prepare for

the ministry he lost his government provided apartment and was forced with his

wife and four children (now six) to move into his in -laws' two room flat.

It was in this co ntext that pastor lon dared to dream about a church planting

and leadership -training program in this gospel starved southern part of
Romania. He was at the time the only seminary trained pastor in Campina, the

city of some 40,000 and the hub of the most po pulous agricultural and
industrial region in the country. From a human point of view, the work indeed

can seem overwhelming. The south  -central region of Romania stretching from
Brasov, just north of the Carpathian Mountains, southward of the capital city o f
Bucharest, is predominantly Russian Orthodox, and has very few evangelical
churches. Work where Vasile ministers and lives stands in contrast to the
northern part of the country where Hungarian Reformed Church and certain
evangelical groups are well esta  blished and thriving.  Enrollment in the Baptist
Institute in Bucharest, which is attached to the university there is open, but the

cost has prohibited students from pursuing studies there for three years; and, in

doing so, it removes a man from serving in  the active ministry and meeting the
needs of the | ocal church. Under pastor lond's ministr
been planted and the Bible College established to serve the region.

I o

access enables the professors to have e -mai | availab

e

fc

y

Pagel O



Under the plan adopted, the Maranatha Bible College operates a

four year basic Bible curriculum offering two programs of study: one

is a general Certificate program that will offer basic Bible training for

lay people who lead in the church and work at various jobs in
society; the second program is Pastoral Certificate program that will
include additional courses: preaching, pastoral theology, etc. The

goal being to develop the college into a degree granting institution

as the Lord wills and directs in the future. The first courses were held

in September of 1999.

The curriculum at Maranatha is as Bible specific and rigorous as that
of solid Bible colleges in America and its students are committed to
the learning of the Word and the acquisition and the ability to pass
this Gift of God to the congregations for generations to come.

Again and again and again pastor lon acknowledges that this
work is the Lord's. We want to extend it for His glory. And to this work
we <can only say, 0OAmen. 6 His OAmendé accompa
commitment by the Campina area that helps support the cos t of
the church is truly a commitment. In the country here the average
monthly salary is less than $200 pastor lon's $100 per month and the
income tax rated at 40 per cent reflects a substantial commitment

both in time and effort expended.

Securing Resour ces

ITEM's Christ for Romania ministry requests your prayers during final phases of the next four years of the school and that

you pray for the recruiting of professors and for fund raising. Pastors interested in the challenging and enriching two -
week refr eshing trip are asked to contact ITEM. The costs are approximately $2,000 plus round trip airfare.

Conclusions and Observations

MBC is a worthy beginning of worthy work. It is well thought through and has responded to the education presented
substantively and not structurally only. This is to say the content of the instruction has been taken in and in many cases
provided the theological underpinning for some extant Bible knowledge (or the lack thereof) d in either case, the
foundation is being laid by ITEM . Reformed Theology goes forth there through various activities including street
evangelism and church planting, summer camps, daycare, Sunday School curriculum (adult and children), etc.

Both the school and the area in general are in need of Reformed The ological literature and plead for the same in
English or Romanian. The plan of fiscal administration regarding funds advanced to each new school is progressing
smoothly and seems to be of little burden to the schooal.

In conjunction with the partnership be  tween ITEM and the schooal it is acknowledged that in obedience to the Great
Commission this union exists to serve the churches and people of the former Soviet Union and Central Europe and their

effort between biblically sound pastors and church leaders. To this end ITEM and MBC work to secure prayers, labor,
resources, finances to establish seminaries and other pastoral training centers, assemble theological libraries and
translate and publish solid biblical literature. Growth of the Maranatha Bible College the Reformed Theological Institute
will be a direct result of your prayers and your assistance. It is a work worthy of commendation as illustrated by the
following anecdote:

When Rev. Jonathan Taylor, missions pastor of the Kirk of the Hills Presbyterian Church (PCA), St. Louis, MO, went on his
first trip to Campina Romania, he challenged high school youth to become translators so that they could translate for

the professors sent by ITEM to teach at Maranatha Bible College. Three years later when the clas ses started they were
prepared, having met the commitment with self sacrifice of time and other opportunities. They were prepared to

participate in the bringing forth of the glory of God in one small spot, but all to His glory!

It is an adventure of a uni que kind in the community and country where obstacles have been truly obstacles with the
hope and prayers of God's people that they prevalil. It is a beautiful place to serve and the opportunities to feed open
minds and hearts for the glory of God. Amen!
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CHRIST FOR UKRAINE

New Opportunities

New opportunities have been proposed in Ukraine whereby we might partner in the
provision of Reformed theological faculty for as many as 41 different institutions throughout
Ukraine, beginning with Kiev Christian University, and planting a new Bible college
approximately 8 miles outside of Kiev and from there expanding as rapidly as He leads!

Our staff continues to answer inquiries as more hear of this mission work and seek
opportunities to meet their own missions  mandates and leadings. If you know of any person
who may be qualified to teach 8 even your pastors! 0 please, forward their names and
contacts and we will be pleased to respond. The fields are ripe for the harvest and the
workers are f ewé anthataurLdrdiemeadimgpbecausesHe cannot get His
work done, it means there is room for YOU!

Kiev Christian University

It presents opportunities to teach theology at the university level in the faculty of theology.

Students are bright, engaging, and tend to be in preparation for ministry, rather than
academia exclusively.  Funds needed include round trip tickets and local transportation,
accommodations, meals 8 approximately $3,000 per term. Translators are provided locally.

Bible Institute/College

Bible Institute/College is located just outside of Kiev (about eight miles). It has twenty to thirty students, primarily
preparing for ministry, as part of the All -Ukrainian Evangelical Christians/Baptist Union program. They are eager to
acquire a Christian  world and life view theology and stand out as having substantially memorized numerous Scripture
passages. This tradition is echoing times of persecution when the Bible was had to get by and under penalty of a ten

year imprisonment, so that Scripture memor  ization was a way of safely passing on of God's Word.

A start up projection on initial expenses for organization, administrator, etc., amounts to $1,500 -2,000.0nce operational,
funds needed include round trip tickets and local transportation, accommodatio ns, meals 4 approximately $2,500 per
term. Translators are provided locally.

Eastern Ukrainian Theological Seminary (Donetsk)

For the past sever al years | TEMds work in Donet sk, Ukr ai
small begin ning, that ministry became the major work of ITEM in the countries of the former Soviet Union. Regular
readers of onewsl| TEMso6 are aware of the strategi c nrukmiiiast
Union of Associations of Evangel ical Christians/Baptists. The highlights of the Donetsk ministry have also been featured.

Dozens of Pastors, Ruling Elders and Seminary professors from the United States and elsewhere, including Brazil and
Canada, have had the privilege of teaching in Done t sk. These Omissionaryd6 profes
they have touched the lives of hundreds of believers directly and for generations to come.

Working alongside the largest evangelical denomination in
Ukraine, ITEM was able to establish a strong Reformed
teaching ministry in the Donetsk Regional Theological College
and the Eastern Ukrainian Theological Seminary. These two
schools, along with satellite schools in rural areas and
correspondence students, comprise the largest, theological
(non -Ortho dox) training institution in Ukraine. Over 1000
students are currently enrolled in the programs offered by

t hese school s (Bi bl e Certifica
Degrees, lay training, correspondence courses, etc.). In
addition, the semi -annual ORowehre iPul pit ¢
conferences, under the leadership of Dr. Joel Nederhood,
have attracted thousands of pastors from all over Ukraine and
even from Russia for a full week of  training in preaching. Most
of these men have had no formal Bible or theolog ical
education. The Lord has certainly been gracious and
abundant in His blessings of His work through ITEM in Ukraine!
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N It is of special note that it has never been the intent of ITEM to have
' a permanent presence in any school with which it works. The stated

. \ goal has always been to train our graduates to be able to return to

m i the schools to take over the teaching and administration

w requirements as well as the ministry. Initially, it was anticipated that it
would take 18 -20 yearsto arrive att he place where ITEM could finish
its work in Donetsk having trained sufficiently Ukrainian pastors and
teachers to take over the full responsibility. It now appears that the
Lord has providentially accelerated this schedule!

Looking back over the years of |°
is much to celebrate and much for which to give thanks to the Lord.

He has indeed done amazing things over these years. A vibrant
theological college and seminary grew where none existed b efore.
Hundreds of students (most of whom are pastors) have been
trained in the Reformed Faith and are preaching and teaching

these truths to their congregations. Dozens of new churches have
been planted by students from these schools. Plans are being
made to plant the first Reformed/ Presbyterian church in Donetsk
region. Solid Reformed theological books have been translated and
more are in process. And all of this has happened in a country that suffered under the iron boot of atheistic
communism for over 70 years! The Lord has indeed done wonderful things in Donetsk and we pray He will continue to

do so.

Each of us who have been to Donetsk can speak for ourselves. We are sure that our sentiments express the feelings of
every professor that has had the pr  ivilege of teaching in Donetsk. It has been a life -changing experience. To be able to
stand in the shadow of Lenin (literally!) and preach and teach the gospel openly and freely in a satellite country of the

former Soviet Union is something that few of us ~ could have imagined only 10  -15 years ago.

o0On each of my four trips to Donet sk, I have been touch
challenged by their commitment to Christ and His word, and humbled by the Lord for the privilege o f serving Him
thereé. (Rev. Scott Churnock, St. Louis, MO)

olt is truly difficult to determine who has | earned adate
professor or the students. | discovered the definitions of commitment and ¢ ontentment, of exemplifying and enjoying
the Lord, and of sacrifice and service to the Lord throu

0OTeaching in Donet s khangibgkexperiente for ma The kitle that theepeople have materially is
overshadowed by their rich culture and even more, by how much they give and share with each other and with us in

Christ. 18l never forget the widows, and ot her ©O6her owaih
no electricity, pouring out their hearts to God with earnest tears and abiding smiles. | will always remember the once
persecutor of the church who held my hands and with brok
thank you, Inseke Gpdésence of such testimonies of His g
(Professor Zachary Eswine, Covenant Theological Seminary)

ITEM is now in the process of locating other ministry opportunities in
the Ukraine and within other cou  ntries of the former Soviet Union.
The work in Donetsk gives us confidence and assurance that our
Lord is truly oable to do exceedi
that we ask or think. ¢

To our brothers and sisters in Donetsk, we give them the continued
assurance of our prayers and abiding love. With the Apostle Paul

we say, Oby His Grace, until we uni
labor with you, individually or collectively, we now commend you
to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up

and to give you the inheritance among all those who are
sanctified. o
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATIGNT'S A
MATTER OF STEWARDBHI

25 pastors and teachers in the former Soviet Union can be
equipped for the price of one American.

It is a Matter of Stewardship fit al ent s and gi ftsé

Itis a Matter of Prayerf ul Support é

I't is a Matter of Victoriesté

€ the students; and the professors, and the supporters
Wonét you join usé in the preparation of the Bride of

Church, by sharing in the preparation of Her leaders? Prayer;
professors; financesé

The expenses operational costs for the education provided in the
various locations varies according to number of students, professors,
and staff required; also there is some consequence in regard to the
local economy.

This information is available should you wish to proceed with serving as a professor/sponsor/donor and you

may obtain it by contacting | TEM&6s President Dr. R. Da
For the purposes of this informational introduction re€
to say that the cost per student per classroom hour has varied over the past five years from $ 0.47 to $1.99 o

substantially lower than Bible College/Seminary in the United States! Our figures cover not only tuition, but
also housing, two hot meals a day, tra  nslators, local professor costs, student stipends, etc. (this is in one city,
for example).

Will you or your group or your church prayerfully consider participating in the victories by underwriting a term
of study January, February, March, April, May, Ju  ne, August,
September, October, or November?

WHY DO THEOLOGICAL
EDUCATION AND
MISSIONS?

The costs of an American seminary student per classroom
hour per student, when using whole cost comparables
(tuition, room & board, books, but without administrat ive
costs), is 20 times as much and

It is not only a matter of good stewardship: it is also a matter
of good missions because on -going ministry is not interrupted.

Wondét you get more involved?
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