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I N F O R M E R C O M M U N I S T C O U N T R I E S ,  
W H A T  D O  Y O U C A L L  A  M AN  W H O  
K N O W S  W H E R E  G E N E S I S  A N D  
E X O D U S  A R E  I N  T H E  B IB L E ? 

 

A  P A S T O R . 

òThe professors that I.T.E.M. sends have heard the call of God not to 

follow trends and cultural fancies but to abide in the Word. The widely 

accepted character of I.T.E.M.õs recruitment and emphasis tells the 

emerging church leaders that it all comes from and goes back to the 

Doctrine of the Word. That comforts m e as an occasional instructor. I 

donõt have to hit a home run every time up to the plate. I can do my best 

in the context of playing small ball, knowing that the blessing of the team 

is greater than any one of its players. As long as I.T.E.M. continues to insist 

on classes grounded in the Word and solid exegesis on the part of those 

sent to teach, we are all part of a bigger program to encourage the re -

emerging European Church to abide in the Word. That is a pretty 

significant niche that God has given to I. T.E.M. and its supporters. The 

ministry of I.T.E.M. fills a void in the emerging church of Eastern Europe. 

With the ministry of I.T.E.M. what blessing the Lord of the Church continues 

to pour out! You and I get the pleasure of being a vessel from which God  

pours the truth of His Word. What prayers and gifts might the Lord be 

prompting from us so that I.T.E.M. can continue to plant the historic 

Reformed standard in other church leaderõs paths, here and abroad?ó 
 

Rev. Perry Tinklenberg, ITEM Board Member/Prof essor, New Hope Christian Reformed Church  

Numerous models have been tried and tested, but in most instances they 

have returned to a broad proclamation of the Word. ITEMõs unique 

approach to theology and education gave it opportunity to be one of 

the first to provide Reformed theological education to the pastors, 

teachers, and lay leaders of the countries of the former Soviet Bloc.  We 

are attempting to redouble our efforts to equip those who are not 

Reformed with Reformed theological teaching. ITEM is committed to 

provid ing  structured and effective biblical training through solid 

theological programs.  

 

As we function in countries formally communistic, and now nationalistic, 

we find more and more that our model not only works but that it is efficient 

and successful in equipping reliable national leade rs in sound Biblical 

doctrine today and for generations to come.  
 

Dr. R. David Ludwick, ITEM President  
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        I T E M  M I N I S T R Y  F I E L D S 

       

    I.T.E.M.    

      

 Central Europe     Eastern Europe   

                               

    

     Christ for Latvia        Christ for Lithuania  Christ for Ukraine   

 

    

 

               

     

     Christ for Poland         Christ for Romania       

ITEMõs purpose and philosophy of ministry spring from the belief that the most effective 

evangelism, discipleship and church planting occur not by exporting American 

institutions and methods, but by equipping national believers with the biblical tools to do 

the work of ministry in their own cultural context. Not only do we believe th is to be a 

biblical model for missions, we believe it is a particularly strategic model. We further 

affirm the importance the Bible places on the teaching office of pastors in equipping 

these national believers (Ephesians 4:11 -15, Romans 10:12 -15). Therefo re, ITEM works in a 

support role with national churches in the establishment and operation of programs to 

provide pastoral training. By sending professors, financial resources and 

resource/reference materials, ITEM can train many pastors whose ministry and  influence 

will far exceed that of transplanted westerners.  
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I T E M S T O R Y 
 

 
 

Photo Here  

 

International Theological Education Ministries, 

Inc. (ITEM) began in 1991 as Christ for Russia, 

Inc., the result of an influx of requests to the 

Back to God Hour radio broadcast for 

advanced training. Because such requests 

were beyond the scope of the Back  to God 

Hourõs ministry, Dr. Joel Nederhood discussed 

the need with Rev. Nick Vogelzang of Denver, 

Colorado. Rev. Vogelzang organized a local 

board and began researching and raising 

funds. In the beginning, Christ for Russia 

supported a tiny effort in west ern Ukraine and 

supported the work of an itinerant lecturer 

between Moscow and St. Petersburg.  

Shortly, a partnership began with the regional 

Evangelical Union in Donetsk, Ukraine, and 

Christ for Russia undertook the support of a 

new training center, the Donetsk Regional 

Bible School, then Donetsk Regional 

Theological College and now Eastern 

Ukrainian Theological Seminary. As the work of 

Christ for Russia became known on a wider 

ééé scale, more and more requests for assistance came in from various places across the Commonwealth of 

Independent States (CIS) and Central Europe. In 1995, due to ill health and the need to advance the ever -

expanding ministry, Rev. Vogelzang turned over the presidency of Christ for Russia to Dr. Gerard  Van Groningen. A 

seminary professor and past president of Trinity Christian College (Palos Heights, Illinois), Dr. Van Groningenõs early 

ministry included 14 years of missionary service in Australia with a focus on church planting and pastoral training. I n 

1997, Dr. Van Groningen fulfilled his two -year commitment to Christ for Russiaõs presidency and now has emeritus 

status. 

Also in 1995, the board hired Dr. R. David Ludwick to become the ministryõs Executive Director. At the same time the 

board expanded to achieve representation from a number of denominations, and the headquarters moved to St. 

Louis. The board enacted some additional administrative changes in 1997 and named Dr. Ludwick president 

effective January, 1998. In April 1999, Andre V. Bouravnev (M. Div.), then a Russian student at Covenant Theological 

Seminary, joined staff responsible for translation work, media, and publications. The ministry also employs a 

bookkeeper and an Administrative Assistant Rebekah Hagar on a p art time basis.  

Effective June 1, 1998, in order to organize and promote the ministry more clearly and efficiently, Christ for Russia 

began to do ministry as International Theological Education Ministries with umbrella òministry groupsó for the work in 

var ious countries.  

Since 1995, the Donetsk Regional Bible School has grown and graduated its first class of pastors and church planters. 

A new building has been built in Makeyevka, Ukraine. The school has been accredited, having completed the 

government al registration process as the Donetsk Regional Theological College and Eastern Ukrainian Theological 

Seminary. The Donetsk school began full time classes in the fall of 1998.  

Odessa Since 1995, ITEMõs work, direct and collateral , has expanded to include: Presbyterian Seminary, Odessa, 

Ukraine. This new seminary serves the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ukraine, an emerging denomination in 

southern Ukraine that has grown out of the follow -up to the ministry of CoMission. In January 1998, ITEM sent Rev. Rod 

Gorter, a minister of the Christian Reformed Church, and his family to Odessa where Rev. Gorter served full time as a 

professor in the new seminary and ITEMõs field representative in Ukraine. With Rev. Rod Gorter fulfilling his mission term 

another ITEM missionary has steppe d in to serve in and from Ukraine: Alister Torrens. 

Since 2004, ITEM has been working with several more schools and budding Reformed beginnings in Poland, Lithuania 

and Ukraine. And the work goes on as new opportunities open and works in progress mature.  
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K E E P  T H E  F I R E S  B U R N IN G

1. Rapid growth in Lithuania and Latvia . 

New Masters Degree Program serving both countries  

through B altic  Reformed Theological Seminary  

(Latvia ) and V ilnius Pedagogical Institute  (Lithuania ) 

and ITEM, the catalyst and glue ! 

 

Sponsor a st udent for $300.00 per month or a class of 

15 students for $4,500 per month ! 

 

2. More rapid growth (after a lull ) also now being 

seen in Ukraine . 

 

Sponsor a student for $100.00 per month or a class of 

15 students for $1,500.00 per month.  

  

3. Keep the fires  burning with Homiletics conferences . One has already 

commenced in Vishnev, Ukraine.  Others soon to be scheduled ! 

(teaching/preaching for one week at a time in 4 locations will be considered:  

2 in Ukraine, 2 to be decided )  

 

Sponsor one or more conference s serving 50 students for $75.00 each.  

 

Theological education is the safest 

investment that you can make.  

 

It withstands Roman armies, World Wars, 

Communism and dictatorships , and  

it can be passed on from generation to 

generation . 

 

You may share with us in  the preparation 

of His Bride, the Church . 

 

(If you are already a supporter of I.T.E.M., 

please consider a special gift to one or 

more of the projects listed above ) 
 

Luke 2éóyeah and amen!ó  

Luke 24éóyeah and alleluia amen!ó  
 


