
 
Experience of a Lifetime 
Reflections on my Trip to Ukraine 

I was not  sure what  to expect when  I  landed  in Kiev.  I  guess what  I had  in mind was  king's 
welcome: where people  look  forward  to meeting you,  just exuberant with  the privilege of meeting 
someone that came so far, and gave up so much to open God's Word to them. However, this was not 
the  welcome  I  received,  neither  was  the  week  anything  I  could  have  imagined.  I  experienced 
something far greater.  

I was called with this opportunity by David Ludwick, five days before I would need to fly to the 
Ukraine, while on my way to a much needed but brief vacation period. The tickets were purchased, 
many sleepless nights were spent preparing my lectures and syllabi and I was on my way.  

When I landed I was greeted by two wonderful men, Nitaly and Vitaly. They told me on the way 
back to the church/college when I was to teach, when I was to eat and where I was to sleep. With the 
directions in hand they ushered me not into their homes, but to a nursery room in the church that was 
equipped with a cot, a table and a chair. My bags were dropped off, they told me goodnight and closed 
the door. As the door closed I realized that for the first time in many years I was by myself, with no one 
to talk to, no cell phone to ring, no television to watch…only a table, a chair, and a cot: nothing more. 
So as I sat at the edge of my cot, I pulled out my Bible and began to read.  

My days were structured in the following way: 
4:00 am ‐‐ alarm rings and I get up to prepare for my day.  
8:15 am ‐‐ breakfast in my room (some of the best food I have ever tasted by the way) brought to me 
by a wonderful Ukrainian woman who would look at me, tell me to eat and close the door behind her.  
8:45 am  ‐‐ door opens and  I meet with my  translator  to go over any words  that might be hard  to 
translate.  
9:00 am ‐‐ I begin my lectures (we make it through all 39 books of the Old Testament!)  
11:00 am ‐‐ students insist that we stop to have tea and fellowship together (one of the highlights of 
my trip, these people can bake!)  
11:20 am ‐‐we resume class.  I give out the homework.  
1:00 pm ‐‐ we conclude the class for the day and have lunch together.  

It was so heartwarming to see the love and camaraderie the students and Pastor had with one 
another. Even the old men, would laugh together, and sit so close to one another, that at times it was 
hard to see where one began and the other ended. At 2:00 I was ushered back to room, instructed to 
rest and the door was closed once again. At 6:00, my door was opened once more, I was given food 
and instructed to eat and my door was closed once again. I would prepare my lectures until around 
midnight and the routine began again four hours later. On Wednesday evening, I was asked to preach 
at the church's mid week service which was fun.  

With this regimented schedule, and so much to prepare every day, I soon began to realize, that I 
was not invited to the Ukraine to be a celebrated hero, I was called to fulfill one major part of being a 
teaching  elder‐‐  to  teach;  to  teach  well,  to  teach  rested,  and  to  teach  with much  passion  and 
conviction.  

It was during these long hours, that I realized how little time I was spending with God. It is so easy 
to be distracted when you have more than a table, chair and a cot. It takes so little effort to replace the 
time you need to spend with God, with things that really do not matter. I am so grateful that I had this 
opportunity to go to the Ukraine, to meet with the students who were eager to hear God's word, to 
serve my Savior.  I am thankful for the opportunity to do things that I truly love to do, to teach, 
worship and fellowship with God's people.  

Thank  you  to  everyone who made  this  trip  possible  for me.  It was  an  experience  of  a 
lifetime.                                                                                                              In  Christ,  Rev.  Paul DeYoung    

International Theological Education Ministries, Inc. 
P.O. Box 31456 

St. Louis, MO 63131 
 

Phone (314) 691-0169 
rdludwick@sbcglobal.net 

www.item.org 
 

Equipping Reliable Leaders in Sound Doctrine 
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PPAATTRRIICCKK  PPAARRHHAAMM  RREEPPOORRTT  OONN  PPOOLLAANNDD  
By Patrick Purham, ITEM Professor 

After spending ten days in Warsaw, Poland, on my first trip with ITEM, teaching and preaching at a small 
reformed church my emotions were all over the board. I was tremendously blessed to be used of the Lord to 
teach these brothers and sisters in the Lord during this time. I taught two Friday nights for three hours and two 
Saturdays for seven hours. In addition I conducted four Bible studies during the week on various topics and 
preached the two Sundays I was privileged to worship with these dear Christians. This was incredibly wonderful 
while at the same time very tiring.   

My personal state ran the gamut from a wonderful sense of joy in the Lord to the other end of almost 
unbelievable loneliness from being in a foreign country, with my wife hundreds of miles away. I stayed in a 
beautiful home with the Pastor of the Church, the host for my trip and two of his seven children. All of these spoke 
English fairly well which made life much easier on a day to day basis.  

When I arrived in Warsaw. It was raining, windy and cold. The pastor of the church, Moner, met me at the 
airport. He shared that only 0.5% of Polish people are Protestant and that as far as he knows his church is the 
only Presbyterian one in Poland.  They call it the Good Shepherd Church for this is acceptable to the Catholics 
around them. Later that evening classes began. I began with a chronological view of the life of Christ from the 
Gospels.  

The last hour of the evening I taught through the first chapter of Ephesians. Everyone was getting fairly tired 
and sleepy and cold. The room was not very warm but talking of the greatness of our God, His Sovereign power 
over our lives, and His personal work in us as individuals will warm any Christian’s heart. Time went well, even 
though it was late. Overall, the people (about 12 in all) were very friendly and a joy to teach.   

The following morning, Saturday, January 22, we began our first class around 10:00 a.m. There were about 
ten people there, of which four were men counting the pastor. In our question and answer time we spoke of how 
to treat an ex-communicated person. Should they be allowed in any church services or activities? These dear 
folks struggle with the same problems we do in our Churches in the States. 
I taught through the Gospel of John, the book of Acts, James and Galatians, also providing Hendriksen’s 
assessment of when the N.T. books were probably written. I decided to give the outlines,the dates, the themes 
and other basic information but then also go through the books explaining some of the content.   

After a teaching day of about six and a half hours following teaching last evening for two to three hours, I was 
rather tired and my throat was about done in. A long tiring but exhilarating day with God’s people studying His 
Word – a great way to spend a Saturday in Poland.  

The following Friday and Saturday went basically the same way as I taught through I+II Thessalonians, I 
Corinthians, Romans, Hebrews and Revelation. Long and exhausting as well as exhilarating days. At the end of 
the teaching time, they brought me a present, a book about the city of Warsaw and a beautiful pewter/silver mug 
with the Polish Eagle on it. I was deeply touched as they handed me the present and clapped for me thanking 
me from the bottom of their hearts for coming to teach them God’s Word. It was a fitting climax to some 
wonderful teaching times with them.   

On Sundays church did not start until 1 pm. The Good Shepherd Church meets downtown in an old beautiful 
but rented Reformed Church building.  Before the service, the elders came in and we all prayed together (them in 



����������	
���
�
��
��
�������������������
�
Christ For Hungary • Christ For Latvia • Christ For Lithuania • Christ For Poland • Christ For Romania • Christ For Russia • Christ For Ukraine 

are the Field Ministries of ITEM 

 

Polish and me in English). The service started with about 30 minutes, maybe more, of praise songs ending with 
the offering. It was truly a joy to worship with these people as they sang the choruses. The Spirit was definitely 
present.  Then the elder leading the service introduced me and I spoke from John 3:1-11 on the necessity of the 
new birth. He said my message reminded him of an experience he had had in the States on a bus. A lady got on 
and walked up to a Catholic priest and asked him if he was born again. He said he was a priest. She said yes, 
but are you born again? He said no. She then talked with him and they prayed together for him to be saved and 
receive the new birth. Then the pastor and elders served communion.  

The following week I continued in John 3 concentrating on our Lord’s evangelistic approach. Over the course 
of the week I taught four ………….. 
Bible studies on three different topics. First, there was a study on, “How to be a Blessing to Others”, taught from 
the first two chapters of Philippians. Later in the week I taught two different women’s studies on, “Godly Priorities”, 
and one men’s study concerning “How to be a Godly Father to Your Children”. Much of my material came from 
Tedd Tripp’s book, “Shepherding a Child’s Heart”. I learned to leave out many explanatory comments and 
shorten the studies to more of the main points because of the time involved in translation and the difficulty of the 
language barriers. They were really nice people for each study. The most we had was around 12 and the least 
about 8. Like Americans, they enjoy eating and nice refreshments were provided each time. 

At each study, we had time for questions and answers. At the men’s Bible study their questions revealed 
they are facing typical problems in their homes. One has rebellious teenagers. One asked about disagreements 
between his wife and himself over how to discipline. One asked who should administer discipline, he or his wife 
or both. Some wanted to know specifically how to discipline. Another was interested in knowing when we can 
consider our job as parenting basically completed. When are the children grown and we can more or less turn 
the responsibility over to God. All good questions and I did my best trying to point them to Scripture and the grace 
of our Lord. The pastor finally closed in prayer and the meeting broke up. 

Sunday morning January 30th, 2005 I spent reading the Scripture and preparing for the worship service 
which began at 1 pm. I preached the second of my sermons from John chapter 3. The service was again warm 
and Spirit filled. I preached with a young man translating. Later, Moner took me to the airport and I returned to 
Budapest Hungary where my wife was visiting my daughter, tired, exhausted mentally and spiritually 
tremendously blessed. Overall, it was a wonderful trip, and remarkable experience in serving our blessed Lord. I 
hope and pray to be able to return one day.  

Patrick Purham March 2005 
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BBAALLTTIICC  RREEFFOORRMMEEDD  TTHHEEOOLLOOGGIICCAALL  SSEEMMIINNAARRYY    
By Simon Kistemaker, Professor of New Testament Emeritus, Reformed Theological Seminary 

Dr. Larry Stout came to Latvia in 1991 at the time when the country gained its freedom from Soviet 
occupation.  He noticed a need for spiritual revival and theological education in that part of the world. He 
dreamed about opening a theological seminary in the capital city of Riga and after a few years talked about 
his dream with Dr. Gerard Van Groningen, whose expertise in starting and developing a theological 
seminary were well known in various places around the globe: Geelong, Australia and Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

ITEM developed a plan using Dr. Van Groningen’s model in part to establish a regional theological 
seminary. Professors from the United States will come to teach for short periods of time. ITEM works in 
cooperation with professors attempting to raise funds to cover the necessary expenses of transportation, 
accommodations and the rental fees for office and classroom facilities, etc. ITEM contacted prospective 
faculty members serving in Presbyterian and Reformed theological seminaries to travel to Riga and offer 
specific courses in their fields of study. In 1998 Van Groningen was among the first professors to teach in 
Riga. ITEM also promoted this fledgling seminary then called Riga Reformed Theological Seminary by 
asking in the USA professors of New Testament, Old Testament, Systematic Theology, Church History, 
and Missions to travel to Riga and teach for one or two weeks at a time. Mr. Artis Celmins, a native Latvian, 
filled the post of a long-term administrator. 

I had the privilege of teaching at the Riga seminary offering a course on the Epistle to the Hebrews and 
the Epistles of Peter to seven or eight students who took it for credit and a few others who came in as 
auditors. Much to my surprise I noticed that I could lecture in English and the students were able to 
understand me. One or two students needed the help of a translator. I asked why the students were 
sufficiently advanced in understanding English. I was told that upon liberation in 1991 the younger 
generation realized that to get ahead in the world at large they had to learn English, and they did. 

Once again, in 2003, I was asked to return to Riga and present a course on the Book of Revelation. The 
enrollment had increased and many of the students I met two years earlier were continuing their education. 
There was progress and further development also in regard to building a functional library. But the greatest 
advance was when Artis Celmins approached the administration of the University of Latvia and asked them if 
their students would be interested in taking courses at the seminary. If they were, then the question of 
accreditation could be pursued. If university students would receive academic credit on a provisional basis, 
could accreditation also be extended to all the registered seminary students? The answer to both questions 
was affirmative. 

The university was willing to extend credit on a provisional basis for a two-year term to the students taking 
seminary courses. Because of this arrangement, the enrollment at the seminary increased. Also, the Board of 
the seminary decided on a name change. Instead of calling the seminary Riga Reformed Theological 
Seminary, the Board broadened the appeal by naming the school Baltic Reformed Theological Seminary.  
This was a step in the right direction, for now students from other parts of that region could apply for admission. 
Indeed, one student came from Lithuania and three from Sweden.  

Another advance took place recently – and that was a relocation of the seminary itself. Instead of renting 
space near the apartment that provided accommodations for visiting professors, the newly named BRTS now 
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has its office and classroom in a Reformed Church building located in the downtown area. The church building 
dates back to the early 1700s and was owned by the Reformed people of Riga. But in the Soviet era the 
building was used for other purposes, including a restaurant. When liberation came about 15 years ago, the 
city government gave the building to the Lutheran Church.  Fortunately, the seminary Board has been able to 
make an agreement with the Lutherans to rent part of it. 

I returned once more in December 2005 and offered a one-week course on the Gospel of Matthew and 
one on the Book of Acts the following week. The enrollment of registered students reached 16 with 9 auditors. 
The class room was full.  And by all indications, the seminary experiences steady growth on a solid foundation. 

The Lord has blessed BRTS in numerous ways. I pray that in faith and prayer the members of the Board 
and the administration, the students, as well as supporters look to God for the continued growth of the school 
and gradual development to the glory of His name. 

Simon J. Kistemaker, December, 2005 
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&KDOOHQJHV�IRU�5576$V�,� LQWHUDFWHG�ZLWK� WKH�VWXGHQWV��DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�DV� ,� UHDG�WKHLU�VHUPRQV�WKHUH� LV� D� JUHDW� QHHG� IRU� WKHP� WR� LQWHJUDWH� DOO� WKDW� WKH\� DUH� OHDUQLQJ�� ,Q� VRPHFDVHV��WKH�VWXGHQW�GHDOW�ZLWK�WKH�WH[W�IURP�D�UHIRUPHG�SHUVSHFWLYH��EXW�ODWHU�LQ�WKHVDPH�VHUPRQ�ZRXOG�FRPH�IURP�D�GHILQLWH�$UPLQLDQ�SRVLWLRQ��,�JRW�WKH�LPSUHVVLRQWKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�SLHFHPHDOLQJ�D�YDULHW\�RI�WKLQJV�WKDW�WKH\�KDG�OHDUQHG�IURP�RWKHUSODFHV��DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�UHDGLO\�DZDUH�RI�WKH�FRQWUDGLFWLRQV��7KH\�ZLOO�EH�JUHDWO\KHOSHG�E\�SURIHVVRUV�WKDW�H[DPLQH�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�IURP�D�JRRG�UHIRUPHG�%LEOLFDOWKHRORJ\�� 7KHUH� ZHUH� WLPHV� ZKHQ� ,� ZRQGHUHG� LI� ,� VKRXOG� KDYH� EHHQ� WHDFKLQJWKHP�KRPLOHWLFV�ZKHQ�ZKDW�WKH\�UHDOO\�QHHGHG�ZDV�EDVLF�%LEOH�VWXG\�$OWKRXJK� WKH� ODQJXDJH� EDUULHU� ZDV� QRW� D� VLJQLILFDQW� SUREOHP�� LWXQGHUVWDQGDEO\�KLQGHUHG�VRPH� IURP�UHDOO\� LQFRUSRUDWLQJ� WKH� FRQFHSWV� LQWR� WKHLUVHUPRQ�SURMHFW�� ,W�ZLOO� WDNH� WLPH�IRU� WKHP� WR�GLJHVW� WKH�KRPLOHWLFDO�FRQFHSWV�DQGPDNH�WKHP�D�SDUW�RI� WKHLU�SUDFWLFH�� ,�ZLVK� WKDW� ,�KDG� OHIW� VRPH�ZULWWHQ�FRSLHV�RIVHUPRQV� VR� WKDW� WKH\� FRXOG� KDYH� �KDUG� FRS\�� H[DPSOHV� RI� WKH� SULQFLSOHV� ZHFRYHUHG�$V� WKH� VWXGHQWV� JURZ� LQ� WKHLU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� UHIRUPHG� WKHRORJ\�� WKHUHPD\� EH� D GDQJHU� RI� DQ� LQFLSLHQW� �UHIRUPHG� H[FOXVLYLVP��� ,Q� D� IHZ� RI� P\FRQYHUVDWLRQV��WKHUH�ZDV�D� IDLQW WRQH�RI�FRQGHVFHQVLRQ�WRZDUG�WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUHQRW� UHIRUPHG� �L�H��� WKH� �ELJ� FKXUFKHV���� :H� VKRXOG� EH� YHU\� FDUHIXO� WKDW� WKHSURIHVVRUV�ZH�VHQG�DQG�WKH�PDWHULDOV�ZH�SURYLGH�GR�QRW�FXOWLYDWH�DQ�DWWLWXGH�RIVXSHULRULW\��5DWKHU��ZH�VKRXOG�FRQWLQXH�WR�SURPRWH�ZKDW�,�EHOLHYH�LV�WKH�GRPLQDQWDWWLWXGH�� WKDW� RI� JUDFLRXVO\� PLQLVWHULQJ� WKH� WUXWK� RI� 6FULSWXUH� IURP� D� UHIRUPHGZRUOGYLHZ�
7KH�)XWXUH�IRU�5576$V�P\�WLPH�FDPH�WR�DQ�HQG��$UWLV�DVNHG�PH�WR�EH�RQ�WKH�ORRNRXW�IRU�D�PDQWR�VHUYH�DV�D� IXOO�WLPH�SURIHVVRU��+H�EHOLHYHV��DQG� ,�DJUHH�� WKDW� WKLV�ZRXOG�JLYHWKHLU�SURJUDP�D�JUHDWHU�PHDVXUH�RI�FUHGLELOLW\��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKH\�ZRXOG�OLNHWR� FRQWLQXH� DQG� H[SDQG� WKHLU� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK� &RYHQDQW� 7KHRORJLFDO� 6HPLQDU\DQG�WKH�$&&(66�SURJUDP��,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�LV�D�JUHDW�LGHD��DV�ORQJ�DV�$UWLV�VWD\V�RQWRS� RI� WKH� VWXGHQWV� WR� JHW� WKHLU� ZRUN� FRPSOHWHG� LQ� D� WLPHO\� IDVKLRQ�� ,� EHOLHYH5576�KDV�JUHDW�SRWHQWLDO�WR�PDNH�DQ�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�WKH�UHIRUPHG�FKXUFKLQ�/DWYLD�DQG� WKH�%DOWLF�UHJLRQ��7KH�FLW\��SHRSOH��IDFLOLWLHV��DQG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQVPDNH�5576� DQ� DWWUDFWLYH� SODFH� IRU�PHQ� WR� WHDFK� FODVVHV��$V� ,� VSRNH�ZLWK� WKHVWXGHQWV��LW�LV�HYLGHQW�WKDW�*RG�KDV�DOUHDG\�GRQH�D�JUHDW�ZRUN��DQG�,�ORRN�IRUZDUGWR�VHHLQJ�ZKDW�+H�ZLOO�GR�LQ�WKH�\HDUV�DKHDG�
<RXUV�WUXO\�LQ�WKH�VHUYLFH�RI�&KULVW�6WHSKHQ�(VWRFN



Riga Report 
Hans F. Bayer Ph.D. 

Riga, May 30 and St. Louis, June 13, 2003 
 
1. General report: 
From May 21-30, I taught a 27.5 h course on "Hermeneutics and Exegesis" at RRTS in 
Riga, Latvia.  Additionally, I gave a 3h lecture (May 24) to pastors and church workers in 
Vilnius, Lithuania (Lithuanian Evangelical Reformed Church), a 90-minute lecture (May 
26) at Latvia University in Riga (2 university students and 4 RRTS students attended; 
exam week...), and preached twice on Sunday, May 25 (Alvis Sauka's Reformed Church 
and Malcom Firth's International Baptist Church). 
 
I took 28 books, purchased by ITEM, for my course and for an upcoming summer 2003 
CTS ACCESS course. Attendance at the RRTS course ranged from 20 to 25. I had 
additional personal meetings with Artis, Ungars, and Alvis; in Vilnius I had lunch with 
Algimantas Kvedaravicius, senior pastor of a Reformed Church in Vilnius.  Through the 
arrangement of Alvis Sauka, I also had lunch with Prof. Juris Calitis (Ph.D. Harvard), 
dean of the faculty of theology at Latvia University, Riga. Eleven students took the final 
(oral) examination on May 30.  They will also write a 10-page response paper to K. 
Vanhoozer's "Is there Meaning in this Text?" 
 
2. Impressions: 
The students were very motivated and engaged.  The group as a whole is now much more 
homogenous and academically prepared than during my previous two visits. Artis and 
Nikolai are doing a fine and dedicated job in running the day-to-day affairs of the 
growing seminary. Artis is happy that the administrative-clerical responsibilities now rest 
on Nikolai's shoulders. Artis is thus able to tend to his own responsibilities and studies. 
RRTS' contacts to the Lithuanian Evangelical Reformed Church are very much 
appreciated, and two of their main pastors attended my class with great interest. 
 
The four CTS-ACCESS students remain very motivated, and at least three of them still 
plan to pursue doctoral studies at Latvia University in Riga following their successful 
completion of the ACCESS M.A. at CTS in St. Louis.  In due time, they should form the 
indigenous core-faculty of RRTS. 
 
The seminary is taking shape and should continue to pursue contacts with the Lithuanian 
Evangelical Reformed Church.  Further contacts with Latvia University and Luther 
Academy in Riga will widen its witness to thoughtful biblical faith and reformed 
confession in the context of liberal and Lutheran academia, respectively.  In our personal 
meeting, the dean of the faculty of divinity at Latvia University, Prof. Juris Calitis, 
sounded very open to the idea for me to give future lectures at the University. 
 
In summary, I believe RRTS is developing in a very strategic place and time as it 
provides Biblical-theological training in the Baltic region. However, it should not do its 
important work in isolation, but rather seek contacts of cooperation or contribution.  
 
Sincerely, 
Hans F. Bayer 
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VVIISSIITTIINNGG  WWAARRSSZZAAWWAA  ((WWAARRSSAAWW)),,  PPOOLLAANNDD    
By Dr. Michael Williams, Professor of Old Testament, Calvin Theological Seminary 

For ten days this spring, from March 3–12, I had the great privilege of briefly witnessing first hand 
and participating temporarily in the efforts of Moner and Stenia Shaded, who are seeking both to 
engage their beloved country of Poland with a solid Reformed world- and life-view and to train and 
equip leaders to serve the church as it grows. It is an ambitious and demanding vision that requires a 
loving commitment to the church, steadfast perseverance and faith in our Lord, trusting patience in the 
mysterious work of the Spirit, and significant personal and financial resources. With the exception of the 
last, Moner and Stenia have been blessed with ample supplies of all of these. As pastor of Good 
Shepherd church and director of the fledgling Warsaw Biblical Seminary, Moner has his hands full. Add 
to this his everyday involvement in men’s groups, Bible studies, coordinating efforts with missions 
agencies, and fulfilling his responsibilities as husband and father and it is plain to see that Moner has a 
very busy life indeed. An equally energetic Stenia engages and encourages the women of the church 
and seminary, leads Bible studies, actively seeks new contacts outside of the church, and provides 
support for her husband and family—in addition to tending to the needs of the occasionally visiting 
professor. So, it is hard for me to imagine how my visit to their busy world, staying in their home, eating 
meals with them, requiring escorts for my journeys into the city, and generally taking up space, time, 
and food could have been so warmly received. I was told a popular Polish saying is, “Guests in the 
home, God in the home.” This proverb was clearly demonstrated by my Polish hosts. Most important 
thing is that the message of God was spoken and it surely touched many hearts. 

My Polish experience began Thursday afternoon at the airport, where Moner picked me up and drove 
me to their home, the bottom floor of which is reserved for the seminary. After introductions, the Shadeds 
showed me to the comfortable room they had prepared for me. Once I had settled in, …… 
 

 

I had the first taste (literally) of Stenia’s fabulous cooking. As the week progressed, I actually began to worry 
that I might have to explain a weight gain to my wife when I returned from my “missions trip.” Friday evening, 
after some sight-seeing, I began the first weekend course. These dedicated students work the whole week 
at regular jobs and attend Bible studies and men’s and women’s groups during the week and attend classes 
at the seminary on Friday and Saturday. It certainly causes one to reflect on one’s own commitment to 
growing in the Word. This first course on The Prophet and His Message continued from the previous 
evening all day Saturday, from around 9:00 in the morning until around 10:00 in the evening. This was 
followed by some discussion time with the youth of the church.  It was a full day in every sense of the word—
full of eagerness to learn, full of committed Christians, full of opportunities, and full of appreciation for the 
grace of God that binds believers from all over the world into one family. 

Sunday enabled us to celebrate God’s goodness in a worship service in which I was given the 
opportunity to preach to my Polish brothers and sisters.  This was followed by a fellowship time where I was 
engaged in several meaningful conversations by parishioners who obviously have a great excitement and 
thirst for the truth.  After being fed with the Word, Moner, Stenia, their daughter Miriam, and I retired to a local 
restaurant, where we enjoyed some traditional Polish food and conversation in a wonderfully relaxed 
atmosphere. 
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The intervening week before the next weekend class was a whirl of activity, including individual 
counseling sessions, a Bible study on the book of Job, two evening Bible studies in the homes of 
parishioners (one on the book of Job, one on the principles for reading biblical narrative), and a Bible study 
for the men’s group and a Bible study …… 
 

 

for the women’s group on love and respect in marriage relationships. It was a wonderful time of building 
relationships and learning from each other.  God is doing wonderful things in and through His Church in 
Poland! Somehow during this busy week there was also time for visits to the National Museum, the Winter 
Palace, and the Old City. 

During the last Friday and Saturday of my visit, I offered a second course, this one on the wisdom books 
of the Old Testament—Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes. This course was well-received and resulted in 
many good conversations with the students. It was with a genuine sense of sadness that I saw my time with 
Moner, Stenia, and their flock come to an end. While recounting it in brief fashion makes it seem like a lot of 
work, and perhaps it was, it didn’t seem burdensome at all at the time. The classes, Bible studies, and 
counseling sessions seemed more like conversations with friends. While I was in their home, Moner and 
Stenia caused me to feel as though I were one of the family. Even their grown children, Philemon and 
Miriam, made me feel right at home. As I was preparing to express my appreciation for their gracious 
hospitality and for the opportunity to participate in kingdom work a bit removed from my zone of familiarity, I 
was again surprised by their giving nature.  Moner and Stenia, together with the students of the seminary, 
presented me with an inscribed book as a token of their own appreciation for my time with them.  It is 
entitled, 100 Most Beautiful Places in Poland.  It is filled with pictures of magnificent sites, architectural and 
artistic wonders, and natural splendor.  It, nevertheless, has one glaring omission.  It leaves out what I found 
to be the most beautiful place in Poland—the beauty of our Lord, Jesus Christ, as it is manifested in his 
faithful servants who labor selflessly at kingdom work at a place called Warszawa. 

March 2005 
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Report on Baltic Reformed Theological Seminary 
by Larry Sibley 

May 22, 2004. 35,000 feet above 
Labrador and watching the progress 
of my flight on the little monitor 
attached to the back of the seat in 
front of me. Home is not far away.  

I begin again to think back over the 
last two weeks spent with 22 
students in Riga, Latvia, at the Baltic 
Reformed Theological Seminary. A 
few pastors and elders, along with 
many worship leaders, gathered in a 
classroom at the Reformers Church 
building in Old Riga. We began each 
evening with prayers: praying a 
Psalm or two, hearing passages 
from Matthew, and petitioning God 
for the needs of the church and the 
world and thanking God for the blessings of the day. We were following an ancient pattern of 
prayer that is reflected in Acts 4:23-31.  

We also explored the biblical background for this pattern of daily prayer and followed it into the 
early church as described in our textbook, Worship: Reformed According to Scripture (Hughes 
Oliphant Old, Westminster John Knox, 2002). Most of our class time was spent on the full Sunday 
morning service of word and sacrament. Starting biblically with the assembly in the Sinai desert 
(Acts 7:38; Exodus 19-24) and historically in 16th century Geneva, we spent much of the first 
week on the major biblical passages that set the pattern for Sunday worship and on the history of 
what the church has done to practice this. We spent a few evenings on culture and worship so 
that worship in Riga might be Latvian, not merely an import from the West. And we looked at 
several working models from other urban churches, not so they could be copied, but rather to 
understand various ways of implementing biblical and historic patterns. 

The students were ready to look at the worship practice of their churches in Riga, especially the 
three Reformed Churches that have been planted in the last fifteen years, and evaluate this by 
the scriptural norms. Much has been renewed and reformed in the last few years, but they were 
able to see more to do. We talked about what could be done to enrich the diet of prayer in their 
services, both in music and in the various prayers. The final prayer of thanksgiving (patterned on 
the practice in Geneva) that we used in the opening prayers each night is a good candidate for 
regular use. Indeed, when I preached at the Riga Reformed Church, which meets in a salle at the 
Technical University, such a prayer was used for the first time.  
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So, John Calvin was not the last to 
seek to bring weekly worship more 
into line with Scripture and the uses 
of the early church. His heirs in Riga 
are following in the same path, 
enriching and reforming the worship 
patterns they inherited from 
American missionaries in the 1990s 
and looking to Calvin's example for 
wisdom. In order to broaden this 
renewal, we held a conference on 
May 15, to which 50 members from 
the three Reformed church came, 
with their music groups. We had a 
wonderful day together worshiping 
and studying.  

To develop leadership for the 
Reformed churches of Latvia, 

Lithuania, and Estonia, Riga (newly renamed Baltic) Reformed Theological Seminary was begun 
six years ago. Guest professors, largely from United States seminaries and pastorates, have 
covered a comprehensive curriculum of biblical studies, systematic and historical theology, and 
pastoral theology. The school has a regional vision: equipping pastors and other leaders for the 
Baltic and Scandinavian churches. As part of their larger program, they will begin to offer an 
accredited master's degree through Latvia University in the fall.  

This is a strategic ministry and I appreciate so much your partnership, making these two weeks 
possible. The seminary class sent me off on the last evening with a couple of gifts, plus greetings 
to you and appreciation for your supporting prayers. 
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$�1HZ�2SSRUWXQLW\��5HIRUPHG�7KHRORJLFDO�,QVWLWXWH�LQ�%XFKDUHVW��5RPDQLD
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V� PLQLVWU\UHDFKLQJ� DERXW� ���� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKDWDUHD� 7KH� FKXUFK� DOVR� UXQV� DQRWKHUFKLOGUHQ
V�PLQLVWU\�RI�DERXW�����FKLOGUHQ�DW�DQRWKHU�VLWH�LQ�WKH�FLW\�
7KHVH� WZR� FKLOGUHQ
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